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Patience 


By Arthur B. Rhinow 


‘THE way is long, 
And hills obstruct the view. 
“What lies beyond the hills?” 
Ah, if you only knew! 


CINCINNATI, O. 


Begin now to plan for the observance, in your 
church and school, of World's Sunday-school Day, 


May 19, 1907. Fuller information about this is 
given on page 18}. 








Because We May Live 


Choose ! for you may not die to-night. You may 
have to live for years with the memory and under the 
influence of this choice. The thought that death may 
come to-night is often used as a steadying suggestion, 
or an impelling reason for right choice. Death's im- 
minence is a strong reason. But life’s possibility is a 
stronger. For the next life and this life are one, and 
this life is molded by our choices. 


‘© Choose, for thy choice 
Is brief and yet endlegs.’’ 


x 
Fear As Our Only Safety 


Only the unthinking, unseeing, are fearless. 
Sticks and stones, some lower orders of animals, and 
some ‘men who seem little above such animals, do 
not know what fear is, for they lack the vision or sensi- 
bilities to which fear appeals. . But those who count 
for anything in the warfare against evil find fear one 
of their channels of intelligence and strength. The 
superficial thinker says, ** No man is ever afraid,. who 
amounts to anything." The man who sees things as 
they are realizes, rather, that no man ever amounts to 
anything who is nof afraid. We are living and Aight- 
ing in the midst of awful, fatal dangers. 
fearlessly think that they stand are going to fall. Those 
who fear the enemy’s strength and their own weak- 
ness,-and, having no confidence’ in themselves, find 


strength in One outside themselves, are safeguarded 
because of their fear. They find in Him courage, 
which is not fearlessness, but better, the overcoming 


of fear. 
ya 


Externals a True Guide 


Men have a right to judge us by what they see of 
us. Clothes do not make the man; but the man 
chooses his clothes, and clothes and all other exter- 
nals are pretty likely to be a correct index to the man 
within, It is very easy, and very unsafe, for us to 
justify our carelessness in externals by the thought 
that God looketh on the heart. We forget that God 
will see something to criticise pretty sharply in the 
heart of one who is careless in any detail of life. 
Scrupulous cleanliness of body, neatness, good taste 
in dress, rigid attention to the trifling details of life 
and manner that help to keep life sweet,—these are 
the things that test and evidence our Christianity. 
They may not save us, but they will help us to make 
salvation attractive to others. . 


x 
Replacing Discord by Music 


No human conditions are beyond the power of 
Christ to make joyful. Christianity’s triumph is 
strikingly illustrated by an incident in the work of our 
missionaries in the Philippines, One of the condi- 
tions with which they have to contend, as Jesus did in 
his day, is leprosy. The, loving and thorough-going 
care that is being bestowed. by missionaries on the 


< 


_ lepers is proving to these that Christianity has a mes- 


sage to men’s bodies as well ag their souls. An X-ray 
treatment of the lepers, whéther or not it will finally 
cure, is found to bring a present relief and a positive 
healing of the infected parts. And now a physician 
in a leper hospital has solicited musical instruments 
from friends, and has organized a leper-orchestra, —the 
San Lazaro Hospital Orchestra. A photograph shows 
a bright-faced group with mandolins, guitars, violins, 
flute, and fife. Isn't that an advance for the King- 
dom over the early days of the church? It isa greater 
triumph for Christ that men while still lepers can 
make music in their rejoicing, than that they should 
merely be freed on earth from bodily disease. 


Pad 
What We Do for Our Temptations 


Too many of us are gardeners to our temptations. 
We cultivate them assiduously. We do not realize 
that the strength or the weakness of a temptation de- 
pehds largely on ourselves. Every time we yield, the 
temptation to which we have yielded is strengthened 
for its next attack. Every victory we score weakens 
that temptation for its future work with us. The weak- 
ening and strengthening processes are not uniform ; it 
may take half-a-dozen victories on our part to offset 
the strength imparted to a temptation by a single 
failure of ours. And no temptation ever seems to get 
its death-blow in this life. _ But that our victories and - 
our defeats are full of significance for to-morrow's 
fight is a truth to which all can testify. Let us not 
send cheer into the camp of the enemy ! 
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Religion More than an Aspiration 


O MAKE light of men’s aspirations would be a 
fatal mistake. But men need strong teaching 
on this subject in order to realize that they them- 

selves make too light of their aspirations when they 
are content to let them be aspirations and no more. 
We are altogether too well contented when we find, 
on looking over our spiritual possessions, that we still 
have longings which have not yet been quenched. 
What we need to ask is whether those longings are 
fulfilling their function of securing for us the satisfac- 
tions toward which they point. We grow accustomed 
to a state of longing as if that in itself were quite 
sufficient, as a guarantee of our spiritual life's still 
keeping alive. Men's thoughts need to be raised to 
the conviction that religion is not merely a general 
ambition, but an actual obedience and discipline and 
attainment. 

If little cgn be done for the life that has no aspira- 
tions, almost as little can be accomplished for the life 
that has nothing else. And there is much in the 
religious life of to-day that is hopelessly away from 
any power or usefulness just because of the feeling 
that aspiration is enough. There is a great deal of 
aspiration, but it will suffer defeat unless it is put 
through a strong experience of submission and disci- 
pline which is at present quite unwelcome to it. We 
do not like to. hear about this rougher side of re- 
ligious experience, nor do we want to hear much 
about how those aspirations shall be satisfied. There 
is even much to make one feel that actual satisfaction 
and fulfilment of one’s tongings would be a lowering 
and narrowing of: them. _One great saying of: Less- 


> ity has done more*harm with fine minds than can be 
estimated, and represents one of those truths of the 


:« study. which: creep.out at last -into the popular mind. 
Those: whip <= 


“ft :wasvhis famous saying that if he were offered his 
choice between flte truth ‘and the ‘eternal search for 
truth, he would choose the séarch. ‘This is much the 

same as saying that satisfaction would be a great <lis- 


satisfaction to us. Or it would find its equivalent if 
the discoverer of radium should say that he would 
have been much happier to keep on hunting forever 
among all those tons of ore for that priceless little bit 
of radium than.actually to find it. Or, more ridicu- 
lously still, it is about the same as the thought of the 
tramp who said he was looking for work and hoping 
he would never find it. There is a vast amount of 
high-sounding, superior, and alluring sentiment afloat 
in the world to-day that is going to get brought to 
book, and have its real value placed upon it at last. 
And one of the sentiments very prevalent to-day 
which needs to have good straight opposition from 
every earnest mind, is the idea that aspirations are 
not meant to lead to satisfaction and possession, and 
that it is a finer spiritual state to leave them forever 
aspiring. The search for God with no intention of 
finding him is an insult to our moral structure. 

All the health and manhood within us repudiate 
the thought of religion as a mere emotion to be kept 
up, or of prayer as a self-exercise, from which nothing 
more is to be expected than a reactive glow which 
spreads over our nature and makes us feel a little 
better. Religion is more than emotion ; it is a life, 
and awork. Prayer is unworthy of our thought un- 
less it is a means of experiencing God and changing 
our situation. Religion needs to be precipitated and 
condensed from all these high altitudes where we are 
too content to let it float on and on forever. As 
Joubert says, ‘‘It is neither a theosophy nor a the- 
ology. It is more than that : it is a discipline, a law, 
a yoke, an indissoluble engagement.'’’ And men's 
aspirations will be different things when they bring 
them within sight of this real and downright character 
of their religion, and begin to lay hold on it. 

But our aspirations do take a very definite form in 
the fight for character. Character has reality and 
definiteness. To strive for that and against whatever 
would dissolve it or weaken it is a worthy aim. Yet 
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even that pursuit grows at last insufficient fou he one 
whose character is really growing. — As ident 
Wilson has finely said, ‘‘ Character is a by-produgt.”’ 


The highest reaches of it are achieved by striving, 


not for that alone, but for something else, or what 
Christ calls the kingdom of God, the fulfilling of all 
those thousand relationships in which every life has 


its being. The aspiration for character alone is not— 


enough either to draw out of us all that is in us, or to 
satisfy and sustain us if we should achieve it. The 
intense devotion to that, high and noble as it is, may 
make our life but a panting, gasping, feverish effort, 
far different from that calm and steady and satisfying 
progress which marks the highest character. Aspira- 
tion may too easily forget how aspiring are a thousand 
other lives all around us. Passionate as aspiration 
may seem, it is in danger of becoming icy cold to 
much personal life all about it. The voice of aspira- 
tion may grow stronger and stronger while that of in- 
tercession may die out altogether. Desire may grow 
more eloquent, but thanksgiving may become silent. 
Things are going badly with our prayer when it can 
hardly find place for others, even though we tell our- 
selves that we pray mightily for self now so that we 
may be better able to help others later. We may sor- 
row for sin because of the harm it does our own char- 
acter, but it is a still higher reach of contrition which 
dreads it for the wrong it does to all those around us. 
When life’s greatest test and trial time comes, we find 
that it is not enough to have been engrossed with our 
own character. As Stevenson says, ‘‘when a man is 
all pride, vanity, and personal aspiration, he goes un- 
shielded through the fire.’’ 
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The religion that is growing stronger is.marked by 
an intenser desire to obey and to learn through obe- 
dience, He that doeth the will shall know the doc- 
trine. The rich young tyler was full of aspiration, 
but Christ was searching for men who had in them 
large possibilities of submission and obedience. 
There were high spiritual ambitions all around him. 
which came to nothing because those who had them 
would gain the heights at a bound, and were too 
proud to take the Way which he took. He called 
men to follow him, to take his yoke, to take up their 
cross, to do the will of their Father in heaven, to 
abase themselves, and to choose the narrow way. 
And that is just what men want to hear more of as 
life grows more serious with them. It is easy enough 
to hold up ideals,—any one can dg that; but what 
men need is ‘‘ an indissoluble engagement ’’ with God 


_as the only kind of religion worthy of them or of him.: 


And when we go gospeling to others, we shall make 
little headway.if we can offer the gospel only as a striv- 
ing and a longing. The gospel will have most of its 
power with them in so far as we can present it as a satis- 
faction, as something that we have found which can 
never be taken away from us, and with which we cannot 
part. We must be able to speak with deep content of 
what we already securely possess, even if we may have 
to speak with sorrow of what we have missed. True 
religion, religion which can communicate itself to 
others, must be more than an eternal search for truth, 
it must be an eternal finding of it. To think of any- 
thing less is to mistake utterly the strength, the de- 
mands, the promises, and the satisfactions of the 


‘Christian life. 
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Does Sin Help Either God or Men ? 


There could be no better time to consider the 
question whether good ever comes out of evil than 
just now, when the whole world is studying again the 
old story of the sinful hatred of Joseph’s brothers, 
and how their act in selling him into slavery was 
seemingly the means by which God later blessed them. 
Just before this issue of the Times, containing that 
lesson, is closed, there comes a letter speeding across 
the continent from a California reader which raises 
that very question. The reader has told in a little 
booklet something of his boyhood, which was evi- 
dently one of peculiar abandonment to sin, for he 
writes of himself : 

When I was six years old I would lie, steal, cheat, get drunk, 
and swear at my mother. My father's hostler would hire me 
to drink, and then throw me into the manger to get sober. I 
don't remember a day of my life, till I was fifteen, that I did 
not wish I had nevar been barn, for I did not think it possible 
for God to save such a dare-devil, and I would surely go to 
hell forever, 

But the loving, persistent prayers of his own sister, 
followed by her early death, brought him to his senses 
and to Christ ; and now, after half a century of blessed 
and forgiven life:in Christ, he writes : 

‘* But where sin abounded, grace did abound more exceed- 
ingly '"* (Rom. 5: 20). 

For a great many years a strange questioning has come to 
my being. Often | have felt almost like being thankful that I 
was the dare-devil that I was. I don't know that I have ever 
expressed this before to any living mortal. No human utter- 
ance can tell the worth it is to me that these fifty-five years of 
my life have deen completely and wholly devoted to Jesus. The 
revelations that come to me day and night of the fruitage of 
such is almost stunning and dazing! ‘The mystery increases, 
and the problem seems less and less solvable. I don’t know 
‘that you can give me any help on this. ‘ 

** But to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little” 
(Luke 7:47). Sometimes it seems as though, if there were 
groutids for thankfulness, the Devil might get some credit. 

To feel thankful for the sin which God has made 
an occasion for showing to us his love, would be like 
feeling thankful for having brutally struck a loved 
mother across the face because she had afterwards 
freely forgiven us, and because in that experience we 
had learned that where our hatred abounded, her love 
did abound more exceedingly. Sin is an act of hate- 
ful opposition te God. Sin is always and only disas- 
trous, It is so disastrous, so harmful, so cruelly op- 
posed to God, that nothing less than the omnipotent 
love of such a God as we have could ‘‘abound more 
exceedingly."’ God exercises his love. because of 
sin ; but that does not mean that God could not ex- 
ercise his love without sin. Some day sin is going to 
be overwhelmed by that abounding, all-conquering 
love ; but in that day when sin is no more, God's love 
is not going to cease to abound. — It abounded in. un- 
searchable richness when for thirty-three years it en- 


circled the earthly life of the sinless Son of man. It 
will abound through the sinless ages of eternity. 
Jesus’ teaching in the- house of Simon the Phari- 
see would seem to have been that,those love God 
most whose consciousness of sins forgiven is deepest. 
Simon had little consciousness of need for forgive- 
ness, therefore he loved little. His need for forgive- 
ness was just as great as that of the sin-stained woman 
who lay at Jesus’ feet.. But ‘* to whom little is [seems 
to be] forgiven, the same loveth little.”’ 
‘«Grace’’ may have a number of different mean- 
ings, according as it is used. But in every such 


meaning is inherent the idea of an undeserved gift 


from God. And the more sin abounds, of course the 
more undeserved is that from God which meets and 
overcomes sin. But the vehemence of Paul's words 
a few verses later in that same epistle to the Romans 
(6: 1) may well give us his answer to the question of 
the California reader. If we may be thankful for 
past sin, why not continue in sin, and grow increas- 
ingly thankful? ‘* What shall we say then? Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God 
Sorbid.”’ 

From the day when God's love brought Adam and 
Eve into a sinless world, down to the day when that 
same love sent his own Son toredeem a sinning world, 
God has not needed a single act ofsin, by Adam or Judas 
or any other child of his, for the manifesting of his 
love, nor for the carrying out of his plans. -Every act 
of sin has wounded him cruelly, has injured the sin- 
ner, and has retarded or defeated God's plans. We 
shall never know what God would have us know of 
his love until sin has loosed its last hold, 


x 
Did Jacob Win the Birthright by Fraud ? 


Did any man ever win anything worth while by 
sin ?- While this general question is under discussion, 
it is interesting to consider Jacob’s case, which has 
probably troubled thousands of earnest Bible readers 
who have wondered why God seemed to let such lying 
and. meanness as the trick-venison and the pottage- 
bargain succeed. A Connecticut reader writes . 


” 


Speaking of ‘‘ Isaac's blessing,"’ it is noteworthy that among 
all the lesson-writers’ notes on ‘he topic, none. seem to have 
observed any incongruity in assuming that the blessing really 
rested on Jacob. It is an old adage, founded on truth, I be- 
lieve, that the moral quality of every act: rests with the inten- 
tion. If this is a truth, and the father’s attitude towards: his 
two sons was such as the narrative gives us to suppose,— 
namely, that the blessing was intended: for Esau, ‘and"'that 


Isaac, in bestowing it, was fully persuaded and assured that he‘ 


was giving it to Esau,—in what sense.-could it be a bestow- 
ment on Jacob? Insomuch as it was designed to be a spirit- 
ual and not a material gift, the idea that it could pass to one 
who was merely personating the other, makes the supposition 
the more absurd. Jacob was not ‘‘in it,"’ in any real sense, — 
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only at all # #/-as Esau’s representative. arin 


really bestowed upon Esau, as if he had been present. 
In point of fact, the “* blessing "’ (?) did not amount to any- 
., Esau was as well without it, and Jacob was none 
" with it. story only “to show the low concep- 
tion the actors had of the Divine being. They seemed to 
think him one like themselves whose love was favoritism, and 


: ene hry and petptulners were freaks of caprice; that 


rovidences could be turned into favorable channels for 
ourselves by human jugglery and cunning, 

Jacob won absolutely nothing, but lost much, by 
his sin and selfishness in attempting to cheat Esau. 
The Connecticut reader is sound in that position, but 
he has overlooked the fact that the truth which he 
urges was strongly emphasized by Professor Beecher 
in treating of that lesson in The Sunday School Times 
of March 2. The disposition of the birthright was in 
God’s hands, not in Jacob's or Isaac's, and it had 
been settled and announced by God at the birth of 
the boys. Rebekah’s and Jacob's distrust of God’s 
ability to put his plans through, as shown by their 
attempts to help him out bya little sharp practise and 
**justifiable’’ lying, did nothing but hinder God and 
set back Jacob, necessitating a lifetime of severe dis- 
cipline before Jacob was fit for God to use. As Profes- 
sor Beecher wrote on that lesson : 

‘*Jehovah permitted to Jacob no possession of the 
birthright until, by acknowledging Esau as his lord 
(Gen. 32: 4, 5 ff), he had renounced all claim to it 
from the evil bargain with Esau; nor until it came 
naturally into his possession by Esau’s abandoning it 
(Gen. 36: 6).. Note-also that the narrative condemns 
Jacob's conduct by detailing the many evil results 
that followed, including the retribution in kind from 
which Jacob suffered.... Jacob did not become 
Israel until he had repented of the fraud, and experi- 


enced a change of character (Gen. 32: 18, 20, 28, ° 


and context). ... Poor Rebekah was for once mis- 
taken in her reckoning. The few days lengthened 
out into some decades of lonely years, and she never 
saw her favorite son again. Nothing but misery came 
to her or to others from her successful shrewdness. ”’ 


ar ) 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 


FOLLANSBEE, W.:VA.—I wish to. get some literature for the 
adult Bible class in our Sunday-school in the Welsh lan- 
we. Will you please tell me where I can find Sunday- 
school literature of this sort ? 
_ You may address any one of the following parties in this 
country: Miss Mary H, Everett, Remsen, New York: 
the Rev. David Thomas, Waymore, Nebraska; John C. 
Roberts, Box 256, Utica, New York; or the following 
parties in Wales : Hughes & Son, Wrexham, North Wales; 
Thomas Gee & Son, Denbigh, North Wales. 








I have a Sunday-school class of nine boys, age 15 to 16 
years, who are very desirous of having a Class name or motto 
for themselves. ‘They are going to have silver pins made, and 
would like the name or motto of the class composed of three 
initials, which would be a catchy word by which the class 
tig Mg known. These initials would appear on the pins.— 

This is a fine opportunity for the boys themselves to ex- 
ercise a little ingenuity. Suppose they were to spend an 
evening together at your house sometime with a big dic- 
tionary before them on the table. They might single out 
words of three letters, which would be more or less attract- 
ive, and then form a motto using the three letters as initials. 
The following illustrations will help you to find the name 
you want, although that name may not appear herg It 
will explain what I mean at any rate. Suppose you call it 
the ** V. I. S. Class.” ; 

‘* Vis’? is a word meaning power or force, and the motto 
of the class could be ‘‘ Valiant In Service,’’ thus using 
your three initials,—V. I. S. A suitable design upon 
which to print these three letters would be man’s forearm 
and hand, indicating power or force. In the same way the 
following names could be used for the class : 

“A, R. C,,’??—*$ Always Ready Class.’? The letters 
A. R. C. could bt put upon a silver arc or part of a circle. 

**S. O. L. Class’’: The motto could be ‘* Serving Our 
Lord,’? or ‘* Serving Others Loyally.’? ‘Sol, you know, 
means Sun, and the letters S. O. L. could be put upon a 
silver pin representing the sun, 

‘* B. E. E. Class,’?—Bending Every Effort.’’ The initials 
could be upon the back or wings of a silver bee. 

“C, U. B.,’?—** Carrying. Untold Blessings.’? The 
initials could be put upon the outline of a little bear, and 
would be appropriate, 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA.—The members of my Sunday-school 
class, between the ages of nine and twelve, are and have 
always been irregular in attendance, There are fifteen in 
the class, and there are always two or three, and sometimes 
five or six, absent. Some of them have careléss parents, who 
do not feel an interest in the child's Christian life, and I find 
it very hard to get them to come regularly. Do you think it 
wise to give them something for — attendance, like a re- 
ward? I have had a suggestion offered me from one teacher: 
an aluminum star at the end of a quarter, and a silver star at 
the end of a year? Would you advise me to use this, and if 
se,can I get them from youe Or what do you think is better? 


(Continued on page 181, third column.) 
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1LESSON.'POR, APRIL 21 (Gen. 37: 5-28) 








RIGHTEOUS 
By IAN MACLAREN 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


OVERMUCH 








(Concluded from last week's issue.) 


ta EFORE I tell you why we have asked you to 

come,’’ continued the elder, who seemed 

anxious to unburden himself, ««I must make 
—a confession. It is rather painful and, in fact, 
humiliating, but—that is part of the—punishment, 
and quite fair. You know my two sons? Quite so, 
and—no doubt you are aware that they are well-doing 
young men, —not quite so religious as I should like, — 
and there are one or two things in which we do not 
see eye to eye, but I am bound to say that I have had 
no cause of complaint. If I had been,-—well, perhaps 
a little more, what shall I say ? understanding or sym- 
pathetic,—yes, that is the word, sympathetic,—our 
home might havé been happier. I know that my 
wife thinks so, and—Jessie has always been nearer 
the boys than I’ ve been.”’ é 

As Mr. Skinner confessed that he had not been in- 
fallible, and, above all, when he called his wife by 
her Christian name, Carmichael felt as if he were 
looking at winter changing into spring, and the con- 
version of a soul. But he knew better than to. say a 
single word; it was his part to listen and to en- 
courage. 

‘¢Pray be seated, Mr. Carmichael. Pardon my 
rudeness, but—this evening I have had much to shake 
me, and, with your permission, I will continue‘the 
explanation of our family history. Very likely you 
did not know that I had—I mean, have—a third son. 


Some of the brethren, of course, knew him, but they’ 


might not mention the matter to you. Very consid- 
erate ; it would be a good thing if we all regarded 
one another's feelings, for life has many hard trials, 
and I. am learning that we should be kindly one to 
another. I wish I had learned this sooner, but I need 
not,go into that just now. I have something else to 
speak about,.and I am obliged to you for hearing. me 
so patiently.’’ 3 

‘Tell me everything, Mr. Skinner,’’ said Carmi- 
chael, ‘‘and be sure that whatever your sorrow may 
be, I want to share it with you, and so will all, your 

- brethren. It is all we can do for one another in. the 
hour of trouble, and it is what the Lord does for us, 
every one, ‘ Touched with the feeling: of our infirmi- 
ties.’’’ And there was a tenderness in Carmichael’s 
voice which came from his heart, for if a Celt be 
quick to anger, he is also quick to love. 

‘* Thank you from my heart, sir. As we do unto 
others, so shall it be done unto us, is a true word, but 
it has its exceptions. I am finding one this evening, 
and kindness is very welcome to-night, for we are in 
great tribulation, and it is largely of my own making. 
I see it now, and I trust that I repent, but I fear me 
it is too late. That word comes to me, ‘Found no 
place of repentance, though he sought it carefully 
with tears.’’’ *And Mr. Skinner controlled himself 
with a visible effort. 

‘* But I have not told you about my son, who was 
my youngest, and, as Jessie said to me, our Bénjamin. 
Lost to us like Benjamin, but whether he be found or 
not again, I know not, but I pray God may be mer- 
ciful. Certainly, he has come back to his home on 
earth, but whether he has come to our heavenly 
Father, —ah ! that is the question which is trying us 
above every other. 

‘¢ But I'am anticipating, Mr. Carmichael, and I'd 
better proceed in order, because you must be in pos- 
session of the facts before you can do any good, and 
my wife and I are hoping that you will be used of 
God this evening to help a young man who seems 
near to death, and to relieve the anxiety of his father 
and mother. . My youngest son, to continue, was the 
best-looking of the family—very like my beloved 
wife, and he was in all ways the most attractive—she 
is the gentlest of women, but I fear me has had a 
hard lot. But I may not turn aside, though there are 
many things I could say to-night. Unfortunately, 
-while like his mother in ‘most things, he inherited 
my hardness and pride. We did not get on well 
together, Mr. Carmichael, and I am willing to take 
the blame to-night, for his mother always found him 
pleasant and affectionate, and people outside liked 
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him and made much of him. It would weary you to 
go into everything, but finally we quarreled, and he 
told me he would go abroad and never come back 
again.’’ Mr. Skinner at this point rose and paced 
the room, and then. standing at the fireplace and 
leaning his head upon his hand he went on with the 
family tragedy. 

‘*His mother was nearly broken-hearted, and she 
pleaded with him to change his mind, and he would 
have done so if I had asked him. But God forgive 
me, I refused, and told her that as he had made his 
bed he must lie in it, and that it would be better for 
us all that we should part. We parted in anger, and 
I have never seen him till he was brought from the 
steamer to our house to-day; I fear dying.’’ And 
the severest elder in St. Jude’s sobbed with those 
tears which are wrung from a strong man’s heart, and 
are the bitterest in the world. 

‘* Just one word more,’’ said Mr. Skinner, when he 
had recovered, ‘‘and you will know everything. Dur- 
ing the years of his absence he wrote to his mother 
once or twice, but he said very little about himself ; 
we gathered that he was not in want, and that he was 
not living badly, but that was all we knew. Whether 
he was a Christian or not, or what he thought about 
those things, we had no idea, and now, since he was 
brought to his home and laid on his bed, he has been 
unconscious. Mr. Carmichael, his mother and I 
pray that he may be spared, alghough we cannot hope 
for that, but what we desire above everything is that 
he should give some sig: that he is saved. If he be 
lost’’-—and Skinner’ s voice sank into a low wail—‘* his 
blood for all eternity shall lie at his father’s door.’’ 

Carmichael at that moment did justice to the 
strength of a creed which placed the things which are 
unseen infinitely above the things which are seen, 
and the strength of a man who held this creed of the 
value of the soul and the awfulness of moral issues, 
with the marrow of his bones. And his heart went 
with Skinner when the elder said, ‘If the choice 
were given mé this'night whether I would have Rob- 
ert restored to us in health, but a stranger to Christ, 
or taken away from us this night, but saved in the 
Lord, my heart's desire would be that Robert should 
be taken. Even although he never heard me in this 
world ask his forgiveness.’’ And Mr. Skinner led 
the minister upstairs. 

A nurse left the room when they entered, and the 
four were alone. The son, unconscious in a late stage 
of typhoid fever, and scarcely moving, moaned pite- 
ously at intervals, as one desiring something he could 
not express, or seeking for some person he could not 
find. The mother was sitting beside the bed, and 
from time to time stroked his forehead, while her 
eyes never left his unresponsive face. His father 
went to the foot of the bed, and, leaning heavily upon 
the bedrail, looked at his son with a face in which 
bitter regret and strong affection struggled together. 
Carmichael went to the other side from Mrs. Skinner, 
and for a while stood silent. Then he looked inquir- 
ingly at the father and mother. 

‘« We have spoken to him,"’ said the father, «« and 
he does not hear or he cannot answer. His mother 
has called him by her pet name for him, and if he 
does not reply to that there is nosound that can reach 
him. But we would like you to pray for him, and 
maybe the words of the prayer will find entrance into 
his soul, and he may still make some sign before he 
passes into the other world.”’ 

When the elder ceased, the mother leaned forward, 
putting her lips to her son's ear, said, ‘‘ Robin, 
Robin, my ain dear bairn, Robin, do you not know 
me, your mother? You are in your old room, and in 
your father’s house, if you hear me move your hand,”’ 
and she watched the one hand that lay outside the 
bedclothes. But it was motionless, and the uncon- 
scious man only moaned, 

Carmichael knelt and prayed, and as was his wont 
on such occasions, he called upon the name of the 
Lord Jesus, the lover of the human soul, and our 
brother in every time of adversity, that he would take 
this one they loved into his safe keeping, body and 
soul ; that if it were the divine will that he would re- 
buke this fever, ashe used to do in the days of Gali- 
lee, and give this young man back to his father and 
mother. But that, if this were not the will of God, 
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he would lead him ‘through the valley of the shadow 
of death, and bring him home, all his sins forgiven, 
and his soul purified, into the Father's house ; and 
that when the sick man heard neither the voice of his 
father nor mother, Jesus would speak comfortably 
to him, and that even now his soul might be filled 
with peace in the Lord, 

As Carmichael prayed, the elder and his wife were 
joining in their hearts, but with their eyes they were 
watching their son. It seemed to them as if his 
restlessness were ceasing, and his sunk and drawn 
face growing peaceful. He breathed more gently, 
and looked as if he were going to awake. 7 

‘«He heard, I am sure that he heard that prayer,’’ 
and again she called him by name, and wiped his 
forehead, and moistened his lips, that he might an- 
swer her if he could. Stili he gave no sign, and the 
silence in the room was full of awe, for it seemed as 
if a human soul were passing from their grasp into 
eternity, desiring to say farewell and not able. 

Carmichael stooped down, and in a clear and pen- 
etrating voice said into the dying man’s ear, ‘‘ Jesus 
—Christ—Saviour."’ 

When he had said this twice, a subtle change came 
over the son’s face, and he lay in perfect quietness ; 
then Carmichael spoke again, ‘‘Do you believe in 
the Lord—Jesus—Christ?’’ And the. expression 
seemed to deepen, and the weariness and the pain to 
be passing from the pallid and pinched face. 

‘‘Robin,’’ and now the mother spoke, ‘my Robin, 
do you believe in Jesus ?’’ 

At the sound of the name of names repeated by the 
voice of his mother, the bondage of the senses was 
broken for a brief instant, and Robin twice lifted up 
his hand. 

‘«See!’’ cried the mother, ‘he has heard me, 
and he is trusting in Jesus.’’ ‘*Thank God,’’ said 
the father, ‘‘for this great mercy of which I am not 
worthy,’’ and while the mother was still weeping, 
partly for joy, and partly for sorrow, her son, all his 
wanderings over, passed from the home on earth to 
the home in heaven. 

Mr. Skinner was not given to the reading of Brown- 
ing, but Carmichael showed him a certain passage in 
‘‘A Death in the Desert,’’ and the elder had it 
printed, and it hangs in his room to this day. But 
only Carmichael and his wife know the reason. 


** Then the Boy sprang up from his knees, and ran, 
Stung by the splendor of a sudden thought, 
And fetched the seventh plate of graven lead 
Out of the secret chamber, found a place, 
Pressing with finger on the deeper dints, 
And spoke, as ’t were his mouth proclaiming first, 
‘I am the Resurrection and the Life.’ 


** Whereat he opened his eyes wide at once, 
And sat up of himself, and looked at us ; 
And thenceforth nobody pronounced a word.”’ . 
LIVERPOOL, ENG. 
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“ Mother ” 
By Robert J. Burdette 


HAVE known many women who have brought the 
picture of the Christ into my thought as I noted 
their daily work. Smiling over the humblest 

service, That's mother. Cheerfully doing the things 
of which the rest of us have said, ‘‘ You catch me !"' 
That's mother, After the long, long day’s work, — 
five or six to seven hours over union time,—girding 
herself and kneeling to wash the feet of guests that 
were unworthy to cross the threshold of her sweet 
home. That's mother. Sinking into a chair, weary 
and faint, only to rise from it with the unfailing smile 
on her dear, tired face, to wait on some man who has 
worked eight hours that day ; or to mend a jacket or 
catcher’s mitt for a boy who has played all day; or 
to sew on a bit of lace or adjust a ribbon or change 
something about a gown for a girl who has had such 
a good time all day that she can’t stop, but must go 
out for a better time in the evening. That's mother. 
Staying at home that the others may go out and enjoy 
themselves. That's mother. Sacrificing this hope, 
that comfort, and that rest, for people who forget to 
say ‘‘thank you.’’ That's mother. Laying off her 
wraps and staying home from prayer-meeting or church 
because somebody else danced herself or played him- 
self into a headache. That's mother. Getting accus- 
tomed to hear the rest of the family say, as they get 
ready for the evening’s entertainment: ‘Oh, no, 
mother doesn’t care to go. Church and prayer-meet- 
ing are mother’s only dissipations.’’ Well, those are 
about all some families allow her. They don't cost 
anything, and the rest of the family don’t want to go. 
PasapDENna, CAL. 
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Gen. 37 : 5-28. (Read the chapter) Memory verses: 26-28 


LESSON 3. APRIL 21. JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BROTHERS 


Golden Text: For where jealousy and faction are, there is confusion and every vile deed.—Jas. 3 : 16 





COMMON VERSION 


5 4 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he 
told 7¢ his brethren: and they hated him yet 
the more. 

6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, 
this dream which I have dreamed : 

7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in 
the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also 
stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves 
stood round about, and made obeisance to 
my sheaf, 

8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou 
indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed 
have dominion over us? And they hated him 
yet the more for his dreams, and for his words. 

9 4 And he dreamed yet another dream, 
and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I 
have dreamed a dream more ; and, behold, 
the sun and the moon and the eleven stars 
made obeisance to me. 

1o And he told é to his father, and to his 
brethren: and his father rebuked him, and 
said unto him, What és this dream that thou 
hast dreamed ?- Shall I and thy mother and 
thy brethren indeed come to bow down our- 
selves to thee to the earth ? 

11 And his brethren envied him; but his 
father observed the saying. 

12 And his brethren went to feed their 
father's flock in Shechem. 

13 And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy 
brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, 
and | will send thee unto them. And he said 
to him, Here am I, 


14 And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see 
whether it be well with thy brethren, and well 
with the flocks ; and bring me word again. 


So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and 
he came to Shechem. 


15 § And a certain man found him, and, 
behold, 4e was wandering in the field : and the 
man asked him, saying, What seekest thou ? 


16 And he said, I seek my brethren : tell me, 
I pray thee, where they feed their flocks. 

17 And the man said, ‘hey are departéd 
hence ; for I heard them say, Let us go to 
Dothan. And Joseph went after his di 
and found them in Dothan. 


The Lesson Pilot 


AMERICAN REVISION 


5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he 
told it to his brethren: and they hated him 
yet the more. 6,And he said unto them, 
Hear, [ pray you, this dream which I have 
dreamed: 7 for, behold, we were binding 
sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, 
and also stood upright; and, behold, your 
sheaves came round about, and made obeis- 
ance to my sheaf. 8 And his brethren said 
to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or 
shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? 
And they hated him yet the more for his 
dreams, and for his words. 9 And he dreamed 
yet another dream, and told it to his brethren, 
and said, Behold, I have dreamed yet a dream ; 
and, behold, the sun and the moon and eleven 
stars made obeisance tome. 10 And he told 
it to his father, and to his brethren ; and his 
father rebuked him, and said unto him, What 
is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall 
1 and thy mother and thy brethren indeed 
come to bow down ourselves to thee to the 
earth ? 11 And his brethren envied him ; but 
his father kept the saying in mind. 

12 And his brethren went to feed their fath- 
er's flock in Shechem. 13 And Israel said 
unto Joseph, Are not thy brethren feeding the 
flock in Shechem ? come, and I will send thee 
unto them. And he said to him, Here am I. 
14 And he said to him, Go now, see whether 
it is well with thy brethren, and well with the 
flock ; and bring me word again. So he gent 
him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came 
to Shechem. 15 And a certain man found 
him, and, behold, he was wandering in the 
field > and the man asked him, saving, What 
seekest thou? 16 And he said, I am seeking 
my brethren : tell me, I pray thee, where they 
are feeding the flock. 17 And the man said, 
‘They are departed hence ; for I heard them 
sav, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went 
after his brethren, and found them in Dothan. 


% < 


COMMON VERSION 


18 And when they saw him afar off, even 
before he came near unto them, they conspired 
against him to slay him. 

19 And they said one to another, Behold, 
this dreamer cometh, 

20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, 
and cast him into some pit, and we will say, 


_ Some evil beast hath devoured him ; and we 


shall see what will become of his dreams. 

2t And Reuben heard é#, and he delivered 
him out of their hands; and said, Let us not 
kill him. 

22 And Reuben said unto them, Shed no 
blood, du¢ cast him into this pit that zs in the 
wilderness, and lay no hand upon him ; that 
he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver 
him to his father again. 

23 4 And it came to pass, when Joseph was 
come unto his brethren, that they stripped 
Joseph out of his coat, Ais coat of many col- 
ours that was on him ; 

24 And they took him, and cast him into a 
pit: and the pit was empty, there was no 
water in it. 

25 And they sat down to eat bread: and 
they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, be- 
hold, a company of Ishmaelites came from 
Gilead, with their camels bearing spicery and 
balm and myrrh, going to carry 7¢ down to 

“gypt. 

Be And Judah said unto his brethren, What 
profit és i¢ if we slay our brother, and conceal 
his blood ? 

27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmael- 
ites, and let not our hand be upon him; for 
he 7s our brother avd our flesh: and his breth- 
ren were content. 

28 Then there passed by Midianites mer- 
chantmen ; and they drew and lifted up Jo- 
seph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the 
Ishmaelites for twenty Pieces of silver: and 
they brought Joseph into Egypt. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


18 And they saw him afar off, and before 
he came near unto them, they conspired 
against him to slay him. 19 And they said 
one to another, Behold, this! dreamer com- 
eth. 20 Come now therefore, and let us slay 
him, and cast him into one of the pits, and we 
will say, An evil beast hath devoured him : 
and we shall see what will become of his 
dreams. 21 And Reuben heard it, and deliv- 
ered him out of their hand, and said, Let us 
not take his life. 22 And Reuben said unto 
them, Shed no blood; cast him into this pit 
that is in the wilderness, but lay no hand upon 
him: that he might deliver him out of their 
hand, to restore him to his father, 23 And it 
came to pass, when Joseph was come unto 
his brethren, that they stripped Joseph of his 
coat, the coat of many colors that was on him ; 
24 and they took him, and cast him into the 
pit: and the pit was empty, there was no 
water in it. 

25 And they sat down to eat bread: and 
they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, be- 
hold, a caravan of Ishmaelites was coming 
from Gilead, with their camels bearing 2 spic- 
ery and ® balm and ¢ myrrh, going to carry it 
down to Egypt. 26 And Judah said unto his 
brethren, What profit is it if we slay our 
brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come, 
and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let 
not our hand be upon him; for he is our 
brother, our flesh. And his brethren heark- 
ened unto him. 28 And there passed by 
Midianites, merchantmen; and they drew 
and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold 
Joseph to the ishmaelites for twenty pieces of 
silver. And they brought Joseph into Egypt. 


1 Heb. master of dreams, 2 Or, gum tragacanth Or, storax % Or, mastic 4 Or, ladanum 
PronuNcIATION.—Shechem, Shé’kem; Dothan, Dd’than; Reuben, Reu’ben; Ishmaelites, Ish’/ma- 


el-ites ; Gilead, Gil’e-ad ; Midianites, Mid‘i-an-ites, 
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dreams or not, they set out te\defeat God; for every that we get in this chapter alone. But it is only the 











By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Some questions to start a discussion : 


Can men hinder God's plans ? 

Can men defeat God's purposes ? 

Can God use sinning men for his purposes ? 
Is sin necessary to God's purposes ? 

Does sin éver help God's purposes ? 

Does good ever come out of evil ? 


If your pupils are of the sort that would be inter- 
ested in discussing such questions as the above,'vhal- 
jenge their interest by letting them have five min- 
utes, at the start, to express their opinion on any or 
all of those questions. It will then be an easy mat- 
ter to invite them to pass from that discussion to an 
examination of the events in the lesson, which are 
intimately bound up with the truths involved in those 
questions. For example, ask what was God’s gen- 
eral purpose for the family of Jacob, as expressed in 
God's covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Then, have we any way of knowing through which 
one of Jacob’s twelve sons God purposed to carry out 
his covenant ? To find the answér here we must get 
into the lesson-narrative itself, for unless those 
dreams of Joseph’s were without any significance at 
all, their meaning would seem to be very plain. And 
here you can use Mr. Gordon’s suggestive discussion 
of dreams and visions, in his fifth to eighth para- 
graphs, and Mr. Ridgway’s second paragraph. 

Why should Joseph have been thus chosen by God? 
Professor Beecher’s meaty comments on the ‘ Per- 
sons” of the lesson gives the answer. 

What kind of fellow was Joseph, anyway? Plenty 
of opportunity to form an estimate of him, even as a 
boy. Get the pupils to point out overything in the 
chapter that throws light on this. There is some dif- 
ference of opinion as to whether he was conceited. 
See Professor Beecher on verse 6, Mr. Gordon’s 
second to fourth paragraphs, and Mr. Ridgway’s third 
paragraph. But there need be no doubt that he had 
two strong qualities: he was courageous, to set out 
alone on such an errand (see Mrs. Howie's first para- 
graph), and he was made of.the stuff that obeys 
without asking questions (see Mr. Foster’s seventh 
paragraph, and the second Jllustration). 

The brothers hated him, ‘‘ had it in for him,” and 
set about deliberately to defeat God's plans. Even 
whether they believed in the real significance of the 


one who deliberately does wrong is trying to defeat 
God, and knows it, though he may try to — 
himself that he is not. Now let the story of the plot 
and its ending, in this chapter, be told. The envy and 
hatred were natural enough,—plenty of wrong-doing 
is natural. Dr. Dunning’s second and third para- 
graphs show this, and draw a strong lesson from it 
for to-day. Mr. Ridgway tells what N V stands for, 
and has a good story on it (fourth and fifth para- 
graphs). 

It’s a. black picture, the part of the Joseph story 





The Mystery Box 


The names of all who have won place in the 
Third Honor Roll, January-March inclusive, 
should be sent to the Editor at once. 


Occasionally the answers to questions asked here 
will be found in the lesson text or elsewhere in the 
Bible. Answers to all the other questions con be 
found in the lesson articles, or in the italu sen- 
tences between articles, in this tssue. 

1. Tell how a man’s blindness blessed the whole 
world, 

2. In what college did Joseph begin his educa- 
tion ? i 

3. Toward what is adversity the first step ? 

4. Where. in Canaan was Jacob living at this 
time ? 

5. How are some men to-day like Joseph’s 
brothers ? 

6. Tell how a lad was unkind to ¢ butterfly. 

7. In what direction is Dothan from Hebron ? 

8. What does NV stand for ? 

9. What are we suré to do when we. try to cover 

- asin? 
ro. What had Joseph done that specially caused 
his brothers’ hatred ? 
11. What was the name of Joseph’s stepmother ? 
12.. What psalm teaches patience in suffering ? 
13. Quote two lines of poetry showing God’s love. 
14. Why may we think that Jacob believed in 
Joseph’s dreams ? 
15. How old was Joseph at this'time ? 














first of the four pictures we are to have in this great 


epic. Grasp the meaning of the entire story before 


trying to teach any part of it. Dr. Dunning sum- 
marizes it with luminous clearness in his opening 
paragraph. 

Of course, it will not do to go into the rest of the 
story this week. But our pupils know, as well as we, 
that the outcome is going to be all right; that Jo- 
seph’s being sold into slavery is to be the occasion of his 
saving his brothers’ and father’s life. And the temp- 
tation is to feel that the brothers were simply being 
used by God here to carry out God’s plans. Ao 
greater blunder could be made than to let your 
pupils go away thinking that. Hit at that devilish 
fallacy, and hit it hard. That is why the openin 
questions were suggested for discussion. Come bach. 
to-them again at the close, and let the answers ve 
ay with all the positiveness at your commaad. 

fen can hinder God's plans, but men cannot defvat 
God’s great purposes.. God can and does use sinniz¢ 
men for his purposes, because he cannot get any 
other kind; but men’s sin is always a hindrance, never 
a help, to him, and it’is never necessary to God’s 
| ter nga Good never comes out of evil; but God 

as a wonderful way of bringing good to pass in spite 
of evil. 

Whatever God’s purpose was, it was not that 
Joséph’s brothers should sin. It was not necessary 
that Joseph shoald be sold as a slave into Egypt for 
God to save Jacob and the brothers through Joseph. 
Mr.. Gordon's closing paragraph takes uncompro- 
mising ground here, as we all must, Sin is always 
and only a hindrance to God’s plans. No good ever 
came out of it. God never planned that any soul 
should sin. If we know anything of God, we know 
that. 


Light Gleams from the Lesson Writers 


(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson-articles in this issue) 


A remarkable parallel between Joseph and Mackay of 
Formosa (Pierson). 

No need to be confused by the references to the Ish- 
maelites and the Midianites (Beecher, on verses 25-28 ; 
Howie, 2). 

A lesson plan that held boys’ close attention from the 
start. (Foster, 4). 

A. good-lesson-analysis, by which this entire lesson could 
be taught (Gordon, 1). 


PHILADELPHIA 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 21 (Gen. 37: 5-28) 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


How to Locate the Lesson 


FTER the wrestling at Peniel Jacob carried out 
his plans for recognizing the rights of Esau 
(Gen. 33). In revenge for the dishonoring of 

Dinah, Shechem was destroyed by a portion of Ja- 
cob’s tribe (Gen. 34), the women and children being 
jncorporated into the tribe. Contrary to Jacob's 
fears, the neighboring cities made no attempt at re- 
venge (Gen. 34: 30; 35: 5), and Jacob performed at 
Bethel (Gen. 35: 1-15) the vow which he had made 
many years before (Gen, 28: 18-22). These inci- 
dents, with the death of Rachel that followed, oc- 
curred within a few months after his return to Canaan 
(Gen. 35 : 16-20 ; sen § gt: 95) 

Time.— When Joseph was seventeen years old (Gen. 
37: 2), eleven years after the event of the last les- 
son. Perhaps about 1736 B.C. 

Place.—Hebron, where Jacob was then living with 
Isaac (Get. 37: 14; comp. 35 : 27), presumably in 
charge of Isaac’s affairs. The regions around She- 
chem and Dothan, where Jacob’s flocks and herds 
were being cared for by his sons and tribesmen. 
Some event has occurred, presumably an invasion, 
by which these regions of cities and agriculture have 
been reduced for a time to wild country, infested by 





wild beasts and abounding in unused cisterns (Gen. - 


37 : 15, 20, 33, 22, 24; Comp. 35 : §). 
Persons.—Jacob, now Israel. His change of char- 
acter does not change the evil past, nor prevent the 
evil consequences that result from it. 

Jacob’s sons by his polygamous marriages, brought 
up By jealous and idolatrous mothers, affected by 
their father’s inconsistent example, quarreling among 
themselves, ruled by bad ideals of conduct. Joseph, 
early losing his mother, has passed his boyhood un- 
der the infiwence of the changed Jacob, Israel ; but 
the ten older sons grew up under the old Jacob. 

Apparently Leah (Gen. 37: 10), now at last enjoy- 
ing the longed-for love of her husband (Gen. 29: 32, 
34; 30: 20), and regarded by him as the mother of 
her deceased sister’s children. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verses 5-11.—One’s view of Joseph’s dreams will 
greatly depend on one’s point of view. It does not 
seem to me correct to say that the account represents 
— as the spoiled son of a foolishly indulgent 
ather.—Hear... this dream: His spirit is that of 
boyish eagerness to tell something interesting, not 
that of boastfulness or ambition.—Shalt thou indeed 





reign over us? This is their interpretation, not Jo-' 


seph’'s. If he had been conscious of such ambitions 
as they attributed to him, would he not have kept his 
mouth shut ?—Ais father rebuked him: Jacob 
thought that a little snubbing would be good for 
the boy.—Kefi the saying in mind: Yet he knew 
Joseph well enough to think that the dreams might 
perhaps be genuine premonitions of the future. 

Verses 12-17.—Shechem: Far away from Isaac’s 
flocks, which were probably near Hebron and farther 
south.— Zo Dothan: A good many miles to the north- 
west. 

Verses 25-28.— They sat down: Reuben missed the 
events that directly followed. Probably he was else- 
where, looking after the sheep.—/shmae/ites ; The 
Ishmaelites and Midianites and Medanites (vs. 25, 
27, 28, 36) were the clans of Abraham’s sons by Hagar 
and Keturah. He sent them into the east country 
before his death (Gen. 25: 6). Supposably, in the 
time of —— the whole group sometimes went by 
the name of the senior clan, the Ishmaelites. On 
this hypothesis the caravan which carried Joseph to 
Egypt was made up of Ishmaelites of the junior 
clans.—And there passed by Midianites: It is a 
peculiarity of this sentence that it ignores the state- 
ments made in the three preceding verses. Even if 

ou explain this by saying that this sentence is taken 

rom a different account, that is no reason for so in- 

terpreting it as to make the accounts contradictory. 
—And they drew: Whodrew? Evidently the writer 
of the present narrative says that the persons who 
drew were Joseph’s brothers. It is gratuitous to say 
that either of the earlier narratives, provided there 
were two, took any other view of the case. 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Te etter, 


hts 





s6 ND He Sarp to Him, Go Now, SEE WHETHER 

It 1s WELL WITH THY BRETHREN, AND WELL 

WITH THE FLock"’ (v. 14). Even now, and in 
districts where, organized government and law are 
supposed to have the upper hand, the avenger of 
blood is a menace and a danger often terribly real- 
ized. The relative and champion, that is, the 
avenger of the blood of the Hamors and the She- 
chems, does not limit himself to the just punishment 
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of the Simeons and Levis (Gen. 34: 25, 26), but he 


- » falls upon the; first: kinsman or townsman of theirs he . 


can find. To this Oriental mode of lynching Ori- 
entals are im 
of injury and desire for revenge, but also by public 
sentiment and opinion. :,Little wonder is it, there- 
fore, in view of what is said in Genesis 34, that Jacob 
was anxious for the shatome. ty of ‘*thy breth- 
ren,” and the shatome of ‘‘ the flocks ;’’ the wonder is 
that the brethren dared ever revisit the region of 
Shechem, and a greater wonder still that Jacob dared 
to send Joseph as he did, for he was in less danger 
of an evil beast (Gen 27 : 33) than of surviving tribes- 
men or allies. of the deceived and murdered Hamor 
and Shechem. Perhaps this unwonted reluctance to 
attack Jacob and his sons can be accounted for by 
what is said or implied in Genesis 35:5. And the 
motive for the speedy passing beyond Shechem, north 
to Dothan, is easily understood. 

‘* BEHOLD, A CARAVAN OF ISHMAELITES WAS COMING, 
... AND THERE PASSED BY MIDIANITES ” (vs. 25, 28). The 
districts of the Ishmaelites and Midianites are included 
in the country called Syria. The natives of the lat- 
ter are called ‘‘ Arab,” or Arab children, and the na- 
tive newspapers call them ‘‘Ottomans.” In the 
United States they are known as Syrians, and in 
South America ‘‘ Turks,” in Egypt ‘‘Shwam” (Da- 
mascenes or Damascus men). One of the Syrian 
communities is still.called Ishmaelites (Ismailiyeh) 
while the subnames of Syrians are legion, for they 
are verily many. For each name used there is 
a cogent reason, and all of them are used to-day by 
speakers and writers in one connection or another. 

he fact that those who purchased Joseph are called 
Ishmaelites and Midianites, therefore, gives Ori- 
entals no trouble, and suggests neither contradiction 
nor plurality of authorship. The principal members 
of the caravan may have been of Ishmaelite and 
Midianite communities, or members of one com- 
munity may have been in the employ of the other. 
In such cases a writer or a speaker may use now the 
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lled, not merely by their private sense . 
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name of one, and then the name of the other, while 
he means the whole body of the people. 


SHWEIR, BEYROUT, SYRIA. 
a 
The Geography of the Lesson 


RACE Joseph’s route from Hebron to Shechem, 
and then to Dothan, where he found his broth- 
ers tending their father’s flock. The journey 

can be readily traced on the accompanying map from 
Hebron to Shechem, to Dothan, and then through the 
Mediterranean lowland to Egypt. 
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of Hate 


By S. D. Gordon 


HIS is a story of hate: hate’s object, Joseph ; 
hate’s purpose, to thwart God's revealed plan ; 
hate’s characteristics ; hate’s power to pervert 

good ; and the shadow of hate’s downfall. 

This father's favorite was clearly an unusual boy. 
Good and bright, open-hearted and keen-minded, he 
lived in the warm atmosphere of his father’s old-age 
love. Yet he was not spoiled by the favoritism 
shown, and that itself shows him to have been an 
unusual child. 

If Joseph had been older, or more self-conscious, or 
not of so noble a nature as he was, he would likely 
not have-told his dreams. In telling the dreams he 
is not absorbed with the central position he occu- 
pies in them, but in the curious fact of their 
coming to him, as though half aware that they were 
to have prophetic significance. He is wonderingly 
taken up in thinking what they might mean for the 
future days. 

Joseph seems to have been unusually susceptible 
to spiritual intuitions and impressions. hrough this 
susceptibility to upper influences, that is, to God’s 
Spirit, there came the consciousness of future events 
in the shape of dreams. The fineness of nature that 
revealed itself afterwards under every condition and 
circumstance, is here shown in his sensitiveness to 
God's revelation through dreams. 

God's way of revealing his plans is fascinating. 
Dreams and visions play an important part in these 
old records. So God revealed himself and his plans 
repeatedly from Abram’s time clear on to John’s 
prison visions, There is no mention of dreams or 
visions in that long period before the flood came. It 
looks as though God came to men more openly then. 
He walked and talked face to face in Eden. He 
walked habitually with Enoch after Eden’s gate was 
guarded, and talked with Noah. 4 

After the flood there seems to come a distinct 
change in God’s way of revealing himself. There 
was a withdrawal of the more open dealings, and a 
using of dreams and visions. In our common expe- 
rience we think of dreams as strangely twisted and 
disconnected mental pictures, with familiar things 
put into queer shape. -And we commonly trace them 
to bodily conditions such as indigestion or poor 
sleep. his sort of dreams was probably just as 
familiar to these men of olden times astous. But 
these other dreams, in which God revealed himself, 
always stood out by themselves as being utterly dis- 
tinct. They were sane and consistent and, in these 
men’s minds, clearly marked off from common men- 
tal pictures. And note, too, that they usually came 
in great crises, and that they were extremely rare in 
occurrence. 

. Long-afterwards, as the written Word came to its 
completion, there seems to have been a further with- 


drawal or lessening of these means of revelation. So 
that while God's presence is probably more recog- 
nized to-day than ever in the world’s life, yet there 
is less of the more open manifestation. ith this 
completed Book of God in our hands there is not the 
same need. 

This does not mean that there is mo place for 
dreams or visions. But they were used very rarely 
in Bible times, and are probably less used than ever, 
and then only in rarely exceptional cases. And when 
these direct messages may come théy come to a mind 
disciplined in knowing God through study of his 
word under the Spirit's light. And more, they come 
to minds disciplined in doing his will regardless of 
any sacrifice involved ; so that there is both maturity 
of judgment and keen sensitiveness to impressions 
of God. It is‘a strongly-marked characteristic of the 
man to whom God has spoken that he is both very 
humble and very sane. 

The hatred and envy by these grown men of their 
child-brother grew up out of their own bad lives. 
They were not good men, but had well-marked bad 
habits. Judah comes out in a very ugly light a little 
later (Gen. 38). And he was the leader. is conduct 
in that later incident throws light on his brothers. 
They seem to have had a bad reputation among the 
neighboring herdsmen. The boy Joseph brought home 
not am evil report, but ‘‘ ¢#e evil report.” e heard 
what was common talk, and repeated it to his father. 
These men had a good deal to contend with. They 
had taken jealousy in with their mother’s milk. They 
belonged to a polygamous family with the taint of 
that sort of sin in the blood. That was a bad handi- 
cap, though of course it could be overcome. 

There are several members of the hate family,— 
pride, touchiness, jealousy, envy, and bitterness. 
The last born is murder. They are allof closest kin; 
all children of one parentage. The father is sin, just 
plain, common sin. The mother is passion. The 
offspring is brooded in the close, stuffy atmosphere 
of selfishness. They are a bad lot. They should be 
rigidly quarantined until all are killed off, else the 
epidemic will infect the whole life. 

The coming of Joseph was an = poe ge | of good. 
It was turned into an occasion of bad. is coming 
was as a messenger of God to them, though he didn’t 
know it. The sight of the boy coming over the fields 
brought sharply to their minds his simple, straight- 
forward goodness. It spoke of love, and the hunger 
of their father’s heart.for it. They may not have 
thought into it in this way. But they were not in a 
thoughtful mood jyst then. That came long after. 
Their contemptuous words show the contrast they 
felt between this child’s goodness and themselves. 
Their hate was a recognition of his worth. He might 
have been a blessing to them, a savor of life. In- 
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stead of that they used him to intensify their evil 
conduct ; he became a savor of death. Sin has tre- 
mendous power to pervert good to badends. A man 
always shows his inner spirit by the way he makes 
use of his circumstances, Every circumstance offers 
a chance, whether a man be good or bad. A man 
can turn every circumstance to serve his pu 
whether that purpose be evil or good. A pit sug- 
gested to these men a chance to kill Joseph. It sug- 
gested to Reuben a chance to save fom r 
The hand of God works through these dark plot- 

tings to overcome the bad and get good. God did 
not need their badness to help him get Joseph into 
Egypt. Indeed, their on put in a serious difficulty 
to be overcome—Joseph’s slavery. God never needs 
bad to work out his plans. 
‘ter hatred of the Jews, nor the treachery of Judas, 
nor the selfish cowardice of Pilate, to work out a plan 
of atonement for sin. He always leaves man free in 
his will to do as he chooses, but through a network 
of contrary purposes, sometimes as here, devilish 

urposes, he works with matchless skill to bring out 

is plan of good, and never fails. This is the great 
truth of God's pyrene He does not get 
out of bad, that is impossible ; nor by means of the 
bad, that is equally ee: but in spite of the 
bad. The bad hurts. It hinders and makes delays. 
It has to be overcome. The good would come sooner 
but for the bad. But no amount of bad or of devil 
can prevent the final working out fully of God's plan 
of good. The Devil is persistent, but God is con- 
stant. And more yet, God enriches the plan as he 
overcomes the evil. The delay in time finds com- 
pensation in the added touches of God. 

Mapison, N. J. 

~ 


When you try to cover a sin, * are sure to 
create a larger one with your cloth, 


et 


The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


HEY hated him yet the more (v. 5). Most of you 
learned the story of Joseph out of the ‘' Bible 
Picture Book” when little shavers; let’s hear 

you tell it. Frank, go on until I tell you to stop. 
They were handicapped with three stepmothers 
apiece, and were born and raised in Labanville—so 
don't be too hard on the Jacob boys. Ever have your 
little sister run home with a‘‘I’m goin’ to tell mom 
on you!” * You know how you felt about it,—‘‘If 
Sally wasn’t a girl I’'d——.” The whole trouble was 
you were bad and Sally was innocent and good. 
Then, besides, we have had nineteen hundred years 
of Christianity to improve us, and nobody hates any- 
body any more—does he? Hate towards another is 
an awful thing to get into a heart; but to hate one’s 
own brother, phew (1 John 3:15). Wonder if Solo- 
mon was thinking of this incident when he named 
the right brand of hate (Prov. 6: 16-19). Joseph was 
one of the baby brothers, and quite likely being nicely 
spoiled by old grandfather Isaac in the usual way! 


Hear, I pray you, this dream (v. 6). Ever climb 
the hill and sit on the fence by the woods, and, look- 
ing down on the town, dream of the day when you 
will be the biggest merchant, doctor, lawyer, mill 
owner in the place? Ever sit there and see a little 
cottage with the roses over the door, and all your own, 
and HER standing there in the sunset glory waiting 
for you? Well, that’s the way togetthere. The day 
dream on the fence-railis the blue print for the future. 
Some Joseph is going to be the ‘‘ruler in Egypt” of 
this town twenty years hence, and you boys in this 
class have as good a show as anybody. Butif you have 
no dreams, no literature, no pictures, no science, no in- 
ventions,—then ‘* no nawthin!” No visions, no pros- 
perity (Prov. 29:18, marg. A. ap Every boy should 
read the career of James J. Hill, the great maker of 
the Northwest,—a ‘** clean man” whois ‘*a dreamer” 
(see April Everybody’s). If you will do your part, 
God stands ready to do his (2 Cor. 6: 1; Isa. 48: 15). 


He told it to his father, and to his brethren (v. to). 
ng h talked too much. There are others (Psa. 141: 3). 

Thile Joseph has been held up all down the ages as 
a model boy, he was no more perfect than other boys 
are perfect. Had to get his education like the rest 
of us. His mouth, like yours sometimes, now gets 
him into sore trouble. If you have a vision of great- 
ness in some line you don’t have to tell your relations. 
Wait and deliver the goods. Otherwise rest assured 
the Midianites and Potiphar will take some of the 
conceit out of you and get you into shape for your 
rule in Egypt. The Master was content to hammer 
and saw and plane many humdrum years at Naza- 
reth before beginning to preach (Luke 2: $i). gouek 
at this period is in the sameclass as the ** Boy Preach- 
ers"! 


And his brethren envied him (v. 11). How much 
.better other folks’ clothes fit than yourown. The 
coal-shoveler looks into the office and sighs, ‘t Oh, for 
a job with nothing to do but hold down a chair;” and 


the boss looks out the window and mutters, ‘* Happy 


He did not need the bit- © 
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man, with no worry and an appetite to eat ten-penny 
nails.” Of course this is only vafioloid, but it can soon 
develop into black envy. hen you have a well-de- 
veloped case of envy—well, just turn to Romans 1: 
29-31 and see the company you belong to. The man 
who has visions never has envyings. N V stands 
for No Vision! Never budge if envy tries to move 

ou. Old Socrates said, ‘‘An envious man waxeth 
ean with the fatness of his neighbors.” Always re- 
member the Oriental potter. ere it is. 


The Great Mogul was unhappy because he could not get a 
white elephant. In Delhi there was a potter who was envious 
of the success of a bleacher and concocted a scheme to ruin 
him. He told the emperor the bleacher could make a black 
elephant white. The bleacher was sent for, and under prom- 
ise of great reward for success and death for failure, he was 
commanded to produce a white elephant. ‘The bleacher saw 
the plot and guessed its originator. He told the emperor it 
was a hard task, but he would do his best. In the first place 
he must have an earthen pan big enough to wash the elephant 
in. ‘The potter was summoned and ordered to make the pan. 
The potter was in despair since his kiln was not large enough 
to bake such a pan, even supposing he had clay strong enough 


to make it. The emperor would take no excuses. It was | 


‘‘the pan or your life." At immense expense and labor the 
pan was completed, but the first step of the elephant crushed 


 _o 
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it. Many pans were made and crushed until the envious 
potter was ruined and lost his life to the angry ruler. 


Cast him into the pit (v. 24). Joseph like the rest 
of us, so he went to Pit College to begin his education. 
Homesick—a little (Gen. 42:21). Never know how our 
lives will turn out. God educating him to save the 
world. Are you in the pit? Have the Ishmaelites 
got you? Wonder what God is training you for. 


What profit is it? (v. 26). Judah wanted money. 
Same old question is uppermost to-day worse than 
ever. Asked of all sorts af eervico--but here are some 
which are next to you: What profit is it to smoke, to 
drink, to swear, to play cards, to lie, to idle in bad 
company? Put down the answer. 000000, Note 
here, and everywhere, bad men are never smart men 
in the a (Prov. 5: 22). Christ asks this same 
question (Matt. 16: 26). Do you think you are going 
to be the single exception of the ages? 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 

: b 


fle who has nothing but dreams, and he who 
never dreams, are both alike,—neither have any 
realities. 


ad 





The Ilustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for ever. 
anecdotal lesson illustration that can be used, 

and two dollars for the Jes¢ illustration used for each 


- week's lesson. But note particularly the following: 


Each separate illustration must be signed by the 


’ gender’s name and address, and must state the source 


t 


from which the illustration was taken. 


The number of manuscripts submitted by readers 
in this department is so large that it is not practicable 
to return unavailable manuscripts. Do.not enclose 
return postage, as no manuscripts can be returned. 


The dates on which illustrations are due is shown 
by this calendar. 


2, July 14.—The Ten Commandments—Duties Toward 

God (Exod. 20: 1-11)... . 2... Due April 13 
3. July 21.—The Ten Commandments—Duties Toward 

Men (Exod 20: 12-17) ......46 * April 20 
4. July 28.—The Golden Calf (Exod. 32 : 1-8, 30-35) . “ April <7 
5. August 4.— Fhe Tabernacle (Exod.4o: 113, 34-38) . + “* ay 4 
6. August 1r.—The Sin of Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10 : 

are ae ee ae rer May 1 


Drawing Strength from Hard Conditions—v. 8. 


ND they hated him(v¥.8). Last summer, in a cer- 

tain village garden there came up a pumpkin vine, 

—a thrifty young vagrant. How the seed chanced 
to fall in that spot was a mystery to the owner of the 
garden. Yet there the intruder was, in the midst of 
a bed of tender vegetables. When the gardener was 
about to a the unwelcome pumpkin vine, another 
member o 
grow. And how the vine grew! It soon stretched 
across three of the garden beds. Whel it reached 
the owner’s choice strawberry plants he declared the 
pirmpkin must go, and with his pruning-knife sev- 
ered the vine from the root at the surface of the 
ground, That day and the next chanced to be cloudy, 
with showers of rain. The leaves scarcely wilted. 
From a score of places where the vine lay on the 
moist earth, witli marvelous adaptability it threw out 
rootlets which drew nourishment from the soil. Only 
for a few days was the growth retarded, then, fed by 
its many new roots, the vine grew luxuriantly. The 
gardener, astonished, allowed the vine to remain, 
training it out of the way of more desirable plants 
until it reached the garden fence, where it grew ram- 
pantly, and by October had matured half a dozen 
marketable pumpkins. What was intended as its 
ruin only strengthened the vine and made it more 
vigorous.- So with Joseph. When he was ruthlessly 
cut off from his home and his father’s loving guid- 
ance, and sold into slavery, his spirit was not broken. 
When temptation and slander and imprisonment 
came, Joseph did not despair. Severed from his 
earthly father he came to have an invincible faith in 
God his heavenly Father. From the most harrowin 
conditions he learned to draw strength.—Lenora N. 
Hebbs, Bloomingdale, Ind. . 


“I Haven’t Seen the Plans "—v. 14. 








And he'said to him, Go (v. 14). <A contemporary 
writer gives this very apt illustration of the duty 
of one’s work, and not worrying because the 
great plan, as a whole, is not comprehended: **A 
gentleman who was walking near an unoccupied 
building one day saw a stonecutter chiseling patiently 
at a block of stone in front of him. The gentleman 
went up to him. ‘Still chiseling ?’ he remarked 
pleasantly. ‘Yes, still —. teplied the work- 
man, still going on with the work. ‘In what part of 
the building does this stone belong ?” asked the gen- 
tleman. ‘I don’t*know,” replied the stonecutter ; ‘I 
haven't seen the plans." But he went on ghiseling.” 


the family begged that it be allowed to’ 


—Nelson A. Jackson, Keuka Park, N. Y. From 
The Ram's Horn. 


The Life-Gain of Struggle—v. 20. a 


And we shall see what shall become of his dreams 
(v. 20). Alad who was interested in moths, and who 
had made a large collection of them, in overturning 
the soil one day, found a chrysalis of one of our most 
beautiful butterflies. He carried it home, and 
watched its.slow development. Finally, when he 
discovered that the creature within was making 
struggles to emerge from its prison, he determined 
to lend his help, and in five minutes he had done 
what the creature alone would have required an hour 
to accomplish. But, to his great discomfiture, it 
skimmed along for a little distance, then fell flutter- 
ing to the floor and died. It had required that hour's 
struggle to gain sufficient strength for the battle of 
life. Effort is required to develop the soul’s powers, 
and it was necessary that Joseph the dreamer be 
prepared for the fulfilment of his dreams by struggle. 
—Eunice E. Perry, Lowville, N. Y. 





Expanded by Heaven’s Frost—v. 28. 


And they ... sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites 
(v. 28). ‘*It is said that when the larch-tree was 
brought from Southern Europe into England, the 
gardeners thought that because it came from a warm 
climate it needed heat. So they tried to grow it in 
hot-houses, but it withered and ‘seemed to die, and 
they threw it out of doors. ‘Then it began to grow, 
and became one of the most beautiful trees of Eng- 
land. It does not follow, because some of us are 
thrown out of doors into the cold blasts of adversity, 
that God has forgotten us. Some souls would wither 
and die under hot-house treatment. Let us ever 
bear in mind that our Father can caress us with the 
cold frost as well as with the warm sunshine.... 
There is no more enviable condition than that of a 
person who has been expanded by heaven’s frost.”— 
Beulah A. Hontz, Centerport, N. Y. From The 
Record of Christian Work, 


Safeguarded Against Egypt’s Poison—v. 28. 
They brought Joseph into Egypt (v. 28). After a 








mine disaster in Pennsylvania, a young man went to ° 


the scene for the purpose of rescuing a friend who 
had been imprisoned in the mine. Into the caverns 
he went with an electric light blazing from his fore- 
head, fed from a battery at his side. Over his shou!- 
der hung a pouch of condensed air, connected with 
his mouth by tubes; his nostrils were closed by 
pinchers. Though the mine was black with deadly 
gases, he went forth with a light shining in the dark- 
ness and breathing the pure air of the open sky, his 
life protected from the deadly fire-damp and coal 
gas. A Christian must sometimes go into places of 
great temptation, and where there is a perilous envi- 
ronment, where a single spark of passion may bring 
down the whole structure of character, but protected 
by the sword of. the Spirit, the shield of faith, the 
breastplate of righteousness, he is unharmed. A 
Christian thus panoplied can go anywhere in safety 
whither duty may call.—7he Rev. S. G. Huey, St. 
Louis. Adapted from Dr. Hillis. 


Blinded for the Light of Many—v. 28. 


And they brought Joseph into Egypt (v. 28). Dr. 
A. T. Pierson Sth the followhey’ incident: Dr. 
Moon of Brighton, England, at the very height of 
all his mental powers and acquisitions, became to- 
tally blind. At first there was constant rebellion 
against God. ‘‘ What are all my powers worth now, 
when I am shut up here and the whole world shut 





. 


LESSON FOR APRIL 21 (Gen. 37: 5-28) 


out?” 
ae ye that he’ might help blind men to read the 

ord of God; and while his own eyes were sightless, 
heinvented the Moon System, or alphabet. And that 
has gone now into twenty different countries, and 
has assimilated to itself the languages of those coun- 
tries, and from three to four millions of blind ple 
all over the world are reading the Word of God in 
their native tongues, because Dr. Moon’s eyes be- 
came blind under the providence of God.-—Zva £. 
Jewell, Geneva, N..Y. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration, 2 


The greatest power we can possess is the confi- 
dence that God has great purposes with us. 


a 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 


By Delavan L. Pierson 
Managing Editor of the Missionary Review of the World. 


OSEPH is a type of Christ. He is also a type of 
the Christian missionary. Like Joseph, the 
missionary, obedient and loving, is sent with a 

message to his brethren, whose evil lives bring sor- 


‘row to their father’s heart. God sexe Joseph visions 


of the future when his plans should be fulfilled. The 
evil-minded brothers ridiculed his dreams, were 
angry at his rebukes, and determined to put him out 
of the way; but their plots and persecutions could 
not defeat the plans of God. Here is the missionary 
lesson ? : 

Why is it that so many men ridicule the mission- 
aries’ dreams and efforts to bring the world to Christ ? 
It is due either to ignorance or tosin. In Asiatic 
and African missions recently we heard many cavil- 
ing criticisms on missionary work. One so-called 
‘*countess,” who was especially loud in her ridicule 
of their ideals and work, was found to. have left a 
trail of scandal wherever she went. Others who 
voiced their objections freely were simply passing oa 
the idle tales current in the clubs aan bar-rooms of 
Oriental ports, The preaching and the lives of the 
missionaries are a rebuke to these persons; and make 


them enemies to the work. Wherever you hear a’ 


flippant critic of missions, there you may expect to 
find a man whose life and ideals are out of sympathy 
with the Father. 

God's messengers go to the ends of the earth, in 
spite of discouragements, in search of their erring 
brothers. They are ridiculed and abused by those 
whom they seek to bring back home. George L. 
Mackay of Formosa went from house to house in 
Lam-hong-o asking to be taken in. The rain was 
pouring down in torrents, and the wind was blowing 
a gale, but at every door he was treated with scorn. 
‘* No room here for barbarians,” was tMe curt reply. 
At another village, Toa-hong-pong, a mob tore down 
the chapel, made a square pile of some of the bricks, 
plastered this over with mud, and inscribed on it in 
huge Chinese characters, ‘‘Here lies Mackay, the 
black-bearded devil. His work is ended.” They 
did not put him in a pit or kill him or sell him into 
slavery, but they would have liked todo it. Their 
eyes were evil because he was ; 

But Mackay’s work was not ended; neither was 
Joseph’s. His brothers thought to put an end to his 
dreams and his rebukes by 
they reckoned without God. In a later lesson we see 
how their plot failed, and how God’s purposes pre- 
vailed. 

References: ‘*‘The Missionary and his Critics,"* by James 


L. Barton. ‘In Far Formosa,"* by George L. Mackay, chap- 
ter XVI. 


Brooktyn, N. Y. 


It és difficult for aspiration to believe that adver- 
sity is the first step toward fulfilment.. 


ee 


Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


“* My faith looks up to thee.” Psalm 31 : I-15. 
** Jesus, lover of my soul.” (42: 4-8. 64: 5-7.) 
“ : ai Psalm 9: 5-9. 

Oft in danger, oft in woe. 10:5-9 1421-3.) 
** Sinners, turn ; why will ye die?"* Psalm 37 :24-27. 
“* Rock of ages, cleft for me." me (51: 1-4. 78: 5-8.) 
“ : »» Psalm 105 : 13-19. 

Why should I feel discouraged ? (152: §-8 215 $ 7-9.) 
“In the hour of trial. Psalm 69 : 15-18. 
** Jesus, my Saviour, look on me."” . (93 : 1-3. 139 : 1,2, 10,11.) 


bf 


Many a man thinks he is benevolent because he 
commutes the slaying of his brother into the selling 
oe him. 


But Dr. Moon began to-ask himself if it was ~ 


. wild flowers, and over 


etting rid of him, but. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


ag Te boys were scolding away at each other as 
if they were strangers who were very angry. 
But they were not strangers. They were 
brothers,—brothers who would have fought for each 
other if either one had been tackled by any one else. 
They loved each other sincerely. et they were 
quarfeling ! ; 

They were learning how to be brothers,—learnin 
slowly, learning by such mistakes as scolding ree | 
other, learning how foolish it is for brothers not to 
stand together. 

These sons you have studied about to-day hadn't 
learned to be brothers, and they never did learn un- 
til many years. later, 
bern might have helped Joseph instead of trying to 

t him out of the way. They got jealous instead. 

nd jealousy led to a cruel, mean, and wicked act, 
just as it did with one brother early in the Bible 
story,—who was it ? 

Boys, young men, older men—have you learned 
the beautiful art of brotherhood yet? me of you 
may have a brother who doesn’t know whether you 
care for him or not. Some of you may have a brotner 
who gloomily believes that you care very little for 
him. And will you answer to yourselves a hard 
question? If all my wishes about my brother were 


They might have learned. . 


. 
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carried out—not skipping those little, sudden, hot 
wishes that I wouldn’t be proud of—would 4e believe 
more than he does now in my love for him—or less ? 

Will you say the Golden Text? Can you afford to 
let these bitter, burning things into your heart along- 
side the love you have for your brother ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
dep . 
Malice nurtures murder. 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion, For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Gen. 37: 1-14... ¥ : 
Tuesday.—Gen. 37 : 15-28. . . Joseph sold by his peeagares 
be any A * eS ius Te. ae yr rief 
u y.—Gen, : “ee a . Joseph a slave 
Friday.—Psalm 37 : 1-11. . . .-. . » « Patience in suffering 
Saturday.—Gal, 5: 13-26. . 5... ..+. +... Evil works 
Sunday.—James 4: 5-12... 2 ©... «+ + Evil speaking 


< 


Aspiration gives energy to life. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A leaflet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 
primary teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
formation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well as 
a list of books which primary workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Suriday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 





Lesson Story: Joseph Sold by His Brothers. 


Lesson Teaching: Envy Poisons Love, and Causes 
Evil. 


Golden Text: Emphasizes the Same Truth. 


INTRODUCTION. 


When Ida was a little girl like you the children 
played May Day, and chose Ida for the queen. Her 
throne was a pe ra her crown was a wreath of 

er hair hung long sprays of 
a pretty trailing vine. Ida looked very pretty, and 
they had a lovely time ; but soon Ida’s face and arms 
began to smart and burn ; they turned red and be- 
gan to swell, The children learned that the trailing 
vine was poison ivy, and, although they meant no 
harm, Ida's skin was poisoned, and she suffered a 
good deal. What a time they all had getting rid of 
that poison! It kept coming back over and over for 
several years. As long as it lasted it spoiled her 
pretty face, and kept her out of school. It is never 
safe to touch the poison ivy. 

There is another poison that sometimes gets into 
the heart. Its name is envy, and it causes more 
trouble than ever poison ivy did. Our Golden Text 
tells what it does; who can find the word there? 
(Show the picture-roll and repeat the text). 


REVIEW. 


What did it do in the heart of Cain? He en- 
vied Abel, he became angry, then hated him, 
and at last killed him. How many other evils it 
caused! Because Jacob envied his brother Esau’s* 
birthright and blessing, he deceived him and Isaac, 
then Esau hated him, and Jacob had to flee to his 
Uncle Laban’s. (Recall his life there and the re- 
turn.) 


LESSON. 


How many boys came back with Jacob? Joseph 
was the youngest then, about seven years old, but 
soon afterwards a baby brother, Benjamin, was born; 
but Joseph seemed to be his father’s favorite. Per- 
haps he was the most like his mother, Rachel, who 
died soon after they came to that land. 

Do you know any boys. named Joseph? Do they 
have any nicknames? Many boys are called Joe, 
but Joseph’s brothers gave him a different nickname, 
and the story tells why. Because Jacob loved => 
the best he made him a coat of many co.ors. is 
older brothers felt envious and jealous ; they talked 
about him, and found fault, and wouldn't speak 
kindly to him. As Joseph grew older he was a 
thoughtful boy, and often told his strange dreams to 
his father and brothers, so they nicknamed him ‘‘ the 
Dreamer.” (Tell the dream.) They began to hate 


him because of his dreams, and tried to quarrel with 
him because they envied him. 

Soon afterwards the older brothers went away with 
the sheep to find fresh pasture. Joseph was only 
seventeen, so he stayed with the sheep nearer home, 
with Jacob and Benjamin, and the old grandfather, 
Isaac, But Jacob felt anxious to know. how his sons 
were getting along, so decided to send Joseph with 
some presents for them. (Tell the graphic story, re- 
membering the kind man who told him where to find 
his, brothers,.. The reading of the whole simple story 
is ex pee ty without interruption, then go back and 
recall special features : the anxiety of Reuben, the 
eldest, to save Joseph's life, etc.; also Judah’s sug- 
gestion to sell him. (The Times’ picture shows the 
pit.) Compare with Judas, who sold Christ for thirty 

ieces of silver. Show how Jacob’s deceit of his 
ather long before was repeated in his own life by the 
deceit of ten of his sons. ‘* What a man sows that 
shall he also reap.” Urge the reading of the full 
story at home.) 

All this trouble started from —? Envy.. It makes 
me think of some old dead tree, with a lot of ugly, 
bare branches, Just now in this beautiful spring- 
time many of the trees have budded into fresh green 
leaves and blossoms, and before long many will be 
full of fruit, but here and there is an old dead tree, 
ugly and bare, without any beautiful life. I will 
draw such a one, and on the branches we will! write 
what grew out of envy in the lives of Joseph’s broth- 
ers. Write Envy on the trunk. On the branches, 
as you recall, Jealousy, because of the pretty coat ; 
Anger, because he was his father’s favorite : Hate, 
on account of his dreams ; Murder in their hearts ; 
Lies about the coat ; Deceit, never told about sell- 
ing him; Guilt, in the conscience many years ; 
surely, ‘¢ Where envy is there is every evil work.’’ 
(Complete the outline.) 

Do not leave the 
children in sus- 
pense or distress 
about Joseph. Tell 
them the men who 
carried him away 
with their proces- 
sion of camels, etc., 
sold him again in 
Egypt to a captain 
of the guard (v. 6). 
Joseph was always 
a favorite, and the 
captain was good 
and kind to him. 
Although he was 
separated from his 
father and broth- 
ers and home, he 
was not alone, for 
“the Lord was 
with Joseph” to’ 
comfort him, as he 
had been with 
Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, and 
‘*The Lord made ail that he did to prosper” (chap. 
39 : I-4). : 

To leave a positive influence rather than negative, 
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close by comparing Joseph to Psalm.1 : the ‘* Blessed 
man,” ... ‘* who shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water,” etc.... and ‘‘ whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper.” (Showa beautiful blossoming branch 
in contrast to a dead one, and let the children choose 
which they would wish their lives to be like. 


Peorta, ILL, a 
° $4 


Hatred hardens the heart against happiness. 
ee 


My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


{Several weeks in advance of the dates of the International Lessons 
Mr. Foster teaches these | to a class of typical boys. He then 
recasts the teaching plan thus tested, if necessary, and the finished 
result is what he gives here to the readers of the Times. The sugges- 
tions are likely to prove almost as helpful for girls’ classes as for boys. 
—Tue Epiror.) 


LEVEN boys faced me for this lesson, and I felt 

a peculiar interest in the text before us; for here 

was a story with a boy init. Indeed, he was to 

be the very center of it. I had brought a package of 
booklets, one for each boy, and I placed the wrapped 
ackage in full view and said, ‘‘ Please don’t let me 
eget? I've got a special little book for each fellow 
here. I will give them out at the close of the lesson.” 

Well, we took a hurried look at Jacob on the way 
back to meet his brother Esau. We saw the meet- 
ing, and then left Jacob to dwell in his father’s 
adopted i even after Isaac’s death at a ripe 
old age. Just here I told again of the possessions 
which Jacob had as he returned'to his father’s habi- 
tation. Then he had several wives and eleven sons, 

The boys looked a little nonplussed at the mention 
of more than one wife. “And I frankly said that I 
didn’t believe it was ever in God's plan that there 
should be two or more wives. _How much better off 
we are now to understand God’s plans for us so much 
more clearly than they aid in those early years when 
God was teaching his people how to live, much as he 
would teach pa Ham to be good. 

Here in this: lesson we're going to find several 
things,that make life happy or unhappy. Let's all 
look for them. ‘Letme know when you notice one of 
these things. We read about Joseph and the evil re- 

ort he brought. The older brother doesn’t like to 
ave the, younger: brother ‘:tell. en him ” at home,— 

does he? Several appreciated this; they were older 
brothers. But after all, the best thing is to have noth- 
ing bad to tell. The bad thing about Jacob’s sons 
was. that. there was any evil to report. That’s the 
thing to guard against. If we behave ourselves we 
needn't be afraid of the report that comes home to 
our parents. Third verse: no one saw ‘‘ love” as I 
wanted it seen. I pointed it out as one of the things 
we were looking for. Love helps to make lives happy. 

That coat of many colors stood as a mark of the 
father’s favor. We may not think we would care for 
it, but. Joseph did, and. the brothers hated him. 
‘‘ There’s the second,” said a boy. And truly it was: 
first love, now hate. Then the fifth verse, and more 
hate. See what a big crop of hate grows when a little 
hate is planted in the heart. . How important it is not 
to let hate get even a small start in our lives! 

When we had read the first dream, I said: ‘‘ How 
do you think that would make these brothers feel?” 
‘*Hate him all the more.” Let’s look now, eighth 
verse, Sure enough, that’s what happened. Again, 
the new dream. fter its description, I said: ‘‘And 
how do you think they will feel now?" ‘Pretty 
hot,” said one boy. Well, let the verses tell the story ; 
and in the eleventh verse we see envy. Love, hate, 
envy. What is envy? A miscellany of answers, 
and not a real clear definition in them all! Some 
said, ‘‘ Envy is jealousy.” ‘‘ Then what is jealousy?” 
‘*Envy,” with a laugh. But I said, ‘‘ Let every one 
of us look it up this week, and learn what we can 
about jealousy and envy.” , 

Somehow in these old stories I like to dwell a mo- 
ment on the passages where obedience seems to be 
as natural as breathing. When Jacob called, or 
said, ‘‘Here am I.” I’ve heard boys say ‘‘ Wait a 
minute,” and ‘‘I’m busy,” and ‘tI don't want to,” 
when parents call; but the fellow I pick to win in life 
is the who says, when he is called, ‘‘ Here I am.” 
It is the boy who learns obedience who gets the best 
kind of a start in life. And I never saw anybody 
succeed who hadn’t learned to be obedient to some 
one. 

It’s a great story, this story of Joseph. In fifteen 
years of teaching I’ve never seen a more interested 
group of boys than the eleven who sat before me as 
we watched the scheming brothers, and picked out 
Reuben as one, at least, who seemed to be not so bad 
as the rest. We found it very difficult to crowd the 
’ events into the lesson time; but I tried to leave the 
moving picture in the minds of those boys as the cara- 
van faded from our view towards Egypt, and we saw 
the very beginning of the hundreds of years of Israel- 
itish bondage. 

At the close of the lesson I handed to each boy a 
copy of that admirable address to boys by Henry 
Drummond, entitled ‘‘ First.” I used it just here 
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because I had tried to make a very definite begin- 
= in this lesson in Gcecvormng (se elements that 
tend for the finest manhood. his lesson I count 
a time of beginnings in many ways; and Dr,-Drum- 
mond’s little talk fits in beautifully. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


be 
The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


EAD and re-read the entire story of Joseph. Its 
literary perfection gives it the first place among 
Old Testament narratives. It mirrors the su- 
preme drama of human life as depicted in all ages 
and in all forms of literature—the conflict between 
good and evil. God is on one side, Satan on the 
other ; men are their instruments in the mighty 
struggle, and the final goal is Satan conquered and 
the kingdom of God victorious. The progress of 
humanity depends on the faith that this will be its 
final outcome. This is the controlling theme of the 
Bible from the picture of the disaster in the Garden 
of Eden to the revelation of the new heaven and new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness, This story of 
Joseph sets in array in a single family the forces of 
evil against those of righteousness. These, repre- 
sented in the boy Joseph, are at first vanquished, but 
at last, through the guidance of unseen Almighty 
power, emerge triumphant. You are to study this 
epic story in four chapters. Plan the entire course 
in beginning the study, and assure yourself of the 
object to be attained in teaching the complete story. 
Chapter 1 is a study of envy. The scene is laid in 
the center of the promised land. There was an order 
of. social rank in the family of Jacob. It is indicated 
in Genesis 33: 2. It helps you to understand : 

The Causes of Envy. Joseph was accorded the 
highest position in the family after his mother's 
death. e had not inherited it by rightful law, nor 
won it by superior wisdom or harder toil than the 
others. His brothers were older than he, yet his 
father treated him as the firstborn. His brothers 


worked to support themselves and the family, but his , 


father clothed him in the garments worn by boys of 
leisure. Had hea right to this position? He dis- 
ar his sense of superiority, The sons of his 
ather’s slave wives were tending the sheep whose 
wool had gone,to make Joseph’s coat, finer than they 
possessed, . He went inte the postiee fields te watch 
them, sent by his father, fo whom he reported their 
evil deeds (37: 2). He boasted of his superiority by 
telling his dreams. His brothers hated him because 
of his social advantages over them (v. 4), and they 
hated him yet more for his‘dréams (v. 8). 

In this old world: picture show how the evil forces 
of modern society appear. Men create envy by the 
way they discuss the questions Joseph’s brethren 
asked one another, Why are some men who have come 
to our country richer than most of those born here ? 
What right have these men to wear costly clothes, to 
have dreams of lordship, and the best education for 
their children, while they employ procter men as good 
as they are and enjoy the fruits of their toil? While 
so many of the sons of Jacob are in the fields with 
their flocks, why should Joseph be at home with their 
father? Why should he not take off -his fine coat and 
chase those sheep as they do? Society is wrong in 
their eyes till they either get coats as handsome as 


are worn by their more fortunate brother or else tear ° 


off his. 

The Growth of Envy. Picture the brothers in the 
field together. The grass is rich and sweet, the 
sheep grow fat, to be sure. But is not the sun hot, 
the frost keen, the rain dreary? .They talk of these 
things because they feel them, and they talk of 
Joseph because he doesn’t feel them. They discuss 
their ill-fortune and his good fortune till they forget 
that he and they have one father. Then the story 
telis itself. ‘*‘ Behold, this dreamer cometh.” ‘‘ Let 
us slay him.” ‘‘Let us lie about the deed.” ‘*We 
shall see what will become of his dreams.” Show 
how in our country now men who conspire to destroy 
their brothers are unwittingly destroying the spirit 
of brotherhood. 

The Fruits of Envy. Describe the feasting of the 
brothers with the boy’s piteous pleadings in their ears, 
the dividing of the money among themselves, the 
dabbling of the hated coat in goats’ blood, the lying 
message to their father. Show how these brothers 
would thus artes 8 their wrongs and rectify the un- 
just conditions of society by plotting murder, selling 
their own flesh and blood into slavery, conspiring to 
bring misery. on their old father, and disgrace on 
their name. Show how envy would justify in our 
time the breaking of promises and the inflicting of 
suffering on the innocent in order to take away from 
men wealth and power unjustly held. Envy was 
triumphant as ene h was marched away to Egypt a 
slave. He is helpless and friendless. But remind 
your pupils that 

** Behind the dim unknown 
Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch above his 
own.”’ 


Boston. 
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. The Adult Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Favorite Son 


I. THE General PREPARATION (Genesis 37). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


F°%. the next few lessons we consider the story of 
oseph, one of the most interesting, life-like and 
elpful of Old Testament narratives. Like the 

story of Jacob's career, the criticism has been made 
regarding it that it is too natural and complete to be 
true! In its simplicity and Faery it appeals to the 
very heart of the reader, an Pag -by its portrayal of 
the providential care of God for his servant it con- 
firms his faith and establishes his hope. It sets forth 
high ideals of character and service, and has been 
effectual in strengthening many a moral impulse. 

It begins somewhat ony with an indication of 
the personality of the lad, while yet a boy, kept near 
his. fond father. Joseph was unlike the rest of the 
family. His father set his hopes upon him and 
aroused the jealous hatred of his brothers by distin- 
guishing him above them, and by lavishing gifts 
upon him. This favoritism was not an uncharacter- 
istic piece of action on Jacob’s part, but it was ill- 
judged. Joseph, however, may have been an irri- 
tating sort of lad. He was jnot only in fact the su- 
perior of his older brothers in personal gifts of mind 
and graces of manner, but he was fully aware of the 
difference and did not hesitate to make known to 
them the dreams which drove the thought home. 

These dreams were in a thoroughly intelligible 
form. They needed no interpreting. They may 


have seemed innocent to him and meant that in due ° 


time he would become the architect of the family 
fortiines and the source of their prosperity and hence 
their leader and head. But such dreaming was not 
relished in a patriarchal environment. Even Jacob, 
fond as he was, rebuked Joseph for his forwardness, 
and his brethren were confirmed in their aversion. 
They did not care to look forward to subordination to 
one wLo was but a dreaming lad. The father, who 
was m-re alive to the significance of such events, 
pondered over these dreams with anticipation. 

His happy boyhood was rudely ended. Sent by 
his father to visit his brethren they seized the chance 
to make way with him. The evident combination in 
verses 18-36 of two narratives which originally dif- 
fered in minor details, leaves us uncertain whether 
pn was deliberately sold as aslave by his brothers 
to'Ishimaelites, or whether, while they were feasting, 
he was stoleft away by Midianites. In either Case 
their murderous intentions were checked, and Joseph 
became’a hapless captive in Egypt. 

It was a tragic tale that they told to their aged 
father, persuading him that his beloved son had been 
killed by wild animals. It embittered his grief that 
the appropriate burial could not be given. 


II, REFERENCE LITERATURE, 


The article ‘‘ Joseph”. in the Hastings Dictionary 
of the Bible is quite helpful and complete. Math- 
eson’s ‘‘ Representative Men”’ or Meyer’s ‘‘ Heroes 
of Israel " contain much that ‘is suggestive. Mc- 
Fadyen’s ‘‘ Messages of the Historians” and ‘‘ Stan- 
ley’s ‘* Jewish Church” have bright sketches of 
Joseph. 


III, SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 
(This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion, the 


themes in which adults will be in It is intended to be sug- 
gestive rather than exhaustive, to afford hints for a variety of treat- 
ments rather than one unvarying method.] 

Three interesting types of personality are prom- 
inent in this chapter, with each of which God had to 
deal. ; 

1. The Youth Conscious of Resourcefulness. Con- 
sider the personality that Joseph exhibited and the 
effects it produced upon the others. . What did he 
need in order to be enabled to use his powers to the 
utmost ? 

2. The Father Weakly Indulgent. Was Jacob 
responsible at all for the troubles which’came upon 
his family? Wherein did he fail ? 

3. The Brothers Nursing their Jealousy. Was 
there any excuse for their attitude? Is jealousy al- 
ways belittling andcontemptible? Does it ever spur 
men to deeds which are worth while ? 

4. The Significance of Joseph's Dreams. What 
meaning did the brothers give to the dreams? Did 
the family seem to dispute their appropriateness ? 

5. Lhe Attempt at Revenge.. Was retaliation the 
motive of their teatment of Joseph? Does Reuben 
stand excused ? 

6. Joseph in the Possession of the Traders. Was 
Judah’s suggestion less culpable than the original 
purpose ? 

7. The Overruling Providence of God. Do we 
find any analogy between the facts of this lesson and 
life as we see it? Could the world get on without 
God? 


BosTon. 
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Bitterness to a brother keeps us from a father's 
blessing. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL ‘21 (Gen. 37: 5-28) 
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iThe Fame 
of the 


ELGIN 


Accuracy, reliability, durability— 
in fact every requisite of a perfect 
timepiece is expressed when you 
mention the name—ELGIN. 


There are different grades of 
ELGIN movements at different 
prices. The G. M. WHEELER 
Grade ELGIN is “The Watch that’s 
made for the Majority,” This pop- 
ular movement is finely adjusted; 
17 jewels;—a watch that can be de- 
pended upon, at a popular price. 
Ask to see the G. M. WHEELER 
Grade ELGIN in thin models and 
sizes so desirable for men and boys. 


ELGIN Watches of equal grade 
for ladies, at moderate prices. 


ELOQIN NATIONAL WATCH CO., . 
Eigin, tN. 














Sore Throat, Coughs, Colds, 
Bronchitis, Weak Lungs 


and for painful and sensitive parts 
of the abdomen Allcock’s Plasters 
should be applied as shown. above. 


REMEMBER—4Zécock’s are the original 
‘and genuine porous plasters—the Standard 


External Remedy. ade of absolutely the 
purest and best yoy and Guaran 
under the Pure Food and Drugs Act, 
June 30, 1906. Serial No. 385. 


Insist upon having Alicock'’s 











THE GENUINE ao MEAPELY BELLS 


The most perfect, Mebes est class bells in the worid. 
muneety & Co.. Waterviiet, West ‘Troy P. O.. N.Y. 


cme ELE S ‘=. 


McSuane Bet Feuneey Co., Bactmsene, err y| 








| Children at Home 


A Lot of Fun 
By Hilda Richmond 


HILDREN, I wouldn't do that if 

I were in your place,’’ said 
Grandma, looking up from her 
knitting. ‘I just saw a dog running as 
fast as he could. He thought some one 
was shooting.”’ ; 

‘*You did !"" cried the children rush- 
ing to the porch. ‘*Oh, Grandma, this 
is such a lot of fun. Just listen !"’ and 
three bags exploded at once. ‘* Wasn't 
that fine?’’ 

Grandma was looking after the children 
while their mother was away, and they 
could not play out of doors an account of 
the rain. To get them out of her way in 
the kitchen Mary had given them a 
number of empty paper bags, and they 
filled them with air and burst them 
whenever any one was passing. 

«© Yes, it may be fun for you, but you 
might frighten some one on the street,’’ 
went on Grandma. ‘Horses do not 
like sudden noises."’ 

‘*‘T haven’t seen a horse pass this 
afternoon,’’ said naughty Betty. ‘‘ Burst- 
ing bags doesn’t scare people, Grandma."’ 

‘*] wish we could scare old Mr. Gray,”’ 
said George. ‘‘ Heisso cross to us boys.”’ 

«I'd like to scare Tim Hudson,"’ said 
Bennie. ‘‘ He's awful mean to the little 
boys.”” 

‘‘If you'll put away the paper bags, 
I'll tell you a story,’’ said Grandma, 
**It doesn’t seem like much fun to me.’’ 

But the children went on bursting the 
bags and Mary was glad they were notin 
her way. ‘‘ Here comes a lady !'’ said 
Betty,.as she saw an umbrella turn the 
corner. ‘‘ Wait till I say «Ready !’ and 
then burst two together. I want to see 





her jump.’ 
| And the lady in the rain cloak under. 


the umbrella did jump when the bags 
went off. Betty laughed and laughed to 
see her parcel roll into the street and 
break open right in the midst of a mud 
puddle, and the boys laughed too, till 
they saw it was Aunt Lucy, and she was 
coming.into the house. 

‘‘What do you think?’’ she said 
almost out of breath when she came in. 
‘« Just as I got in front of the house some 
one shot off a revolver or gun just be- 
hind me, and I was so frightened I drop- 
ped the bag of candy I was bringing to 
you children. I am so sorry, but it fell 
into a puddle and is all dissolved by 
this time.”’ 

‘*I1 wish we had minded Grandma,"’ 
said Betty, going out with the hoys to see 
the pink streaks in the dirty water. «I 
just love peppermints.’’ 

*¢And it wasn’t much fun after all,’* 
said George. ‘‘I’m going to put the 
rest of the bags in the stove. _‘‘ Never 
mind, it will help us remember the next 
time.’’ 

KENTON, OHIO. 


‘ne 
Mystery Box Honor Roll 
Second Report for 1907 








AST autumn The Sunday School 
Times offered to publish Honor 
Rolls of the names of pupils or 


other subscribers’ who did creditable 
work in answering the questions that 

pear each week in the Mystery Box 
of the lesson ‘department of this paper. 
The second Honor Roll, now published, 
contains the names of those who an- 
swered ‘correctly ten or more questions 
in each of any ten weeks during the 
months December, January, and Feb- 
tuary, the teacher, pastor, parent,. or 
some other responsible person being the 
judge of the correctness of the answers. 





Special prizes were also offered for the 
answering of every question in each of 
any twelve weeks between Noveinber 1, 
1906, and March 31,1907. Quite a num-_| 
ber.of those whose names appear in this 
second Honor Roll have already won | 
prizes. Their names are indicated by | 
the star, the prizes being the choice of 
a handsome Bible or of a gold fountain- 
pen. 

California 
*Rockwell, Clare, Bakersfield. 

Georgia 

*Andrews, Lina, Atlanta, 
*Lupo, Lillian, Atianta. 
*Pattillo, Lois, Atlanta, - 
*Skinner, Sara, Atlanta. 
*White, Rena, Atlanta, 


Illinois 
*Beckwith, Elmer M., Rockefeller. 
Kansas 
*Stutzman, Anna C., Conway. 
° Maine 
*Butterfield, C. F., Friendship. 
Massachusetts 


*Prentice, Augusta B., East Douglas, 
New Jersey 
*Benedict, Jr., James L., Roselle, 
*Kramer, Florence, Allendale. 
*Osborn, Jennie A., Allendale, 
*Vaughan, Wilbur F., Roselle, 
Williams, John E., Roselle Park. 
New York 
#Armstrong, Mrs. E. P., Bayshore, 
*Austin, J. Louise, Mahopac Falls, 
Clark, Gilmore D., New York. 
*Holden, W. Stuart, Turin, 
Plough, Harold, New York. 
Swaun, Lester H., New York. 
*Watts, Mrs. Frank W., Bayshore, 
Ohio 
*Brown, Aggie C., Fair Haven, 
*Hays, Mrs. Laura, Camden, 
Oregon 
#Morris, Mrs. M. J., Turner, 
Pennsylvania 
*Landis, Joseph F., McCulloch's Mills, 
Tennessee 
*Nicolassen, Agnes T., Clarksville, 
Vermont 
#Curtis, George B., Pittsford, 
*Thomas, M. A., West Salisbury. 
Virginia 
*Calhoun, Mrs, M. J., Miller School. 


— 


Honor to Whom Honor is Due 

Through a clerical error, the names of 
two faithful workers were omitted from 
the Mystery Box Honor Roll which was 
ublished in the Times of March g, 1907, 
or work done between November and 
January. The Editor apologizes sin- 
cerely for the unintentional injustice 
done to those two workers, and very 
gladly calls special attention here to 
their names and to the good work that 
they did. They were 


*Winnie Coles; Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Gertrude Thompson, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 


Ne 


Ask Marion Lawrance 
(Continued from page 174) 





It is probable that this would not suit_my 
class, as it is mixed —boys and girls.—F. P. 
First of all I would separate the boys 
from the girls. Your scholars are really in 
a junior grade, and boys and girls should not 
be in the same class at that age. It makes 
the matter of discipline much more difficult, 
The method of recognition by the use of 
stars, etc., is a very old one, and works well 
in some places for a time, but rarely works 
well anywhere for any length of time. Real 
interest is the best incentive, and must be 
maintained if the best results are secured. I 
have nothing to sell ‘of this or any other 
kind. It would be well to inaugurate, if 
possible, some sort of class life or interest 
by bringing the class together occasionally in 
a social way. Give them something to do 
whether they are organized or not. Have 
something on hand during the week that 
will make them think about the class any way. 
Have you ever heard of Scotchers ? Scotch- 
ers are members of a class who have been set 
the specific task of looking ap the absentees. 
When they go after these absentees and try 
to get them back next Sunday, they are said 
to be scotching. It is well to appoint new 
scholars each: Sunday, so that all of the mem- 





bers you can depend upon are gradually 
brought into service. 
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It’s not fair to your lamp to 
dwarf its light with a poor 
‘chimney. I manufacture 
lamp-chimneys that get the 
most out of lamp-light, and 
that won’t break from heat. 

I put MacBeTH on every 
one, because it tells you how 
to get the best in lamp- 
chimneys. 

My Index tells about these facts, and tell 
i fie Winetivw 

Address, MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 


WALL PAPER OFFER 


-——BOOK OF SAMPLES FREE—— 
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EARS, ROEBUCK & CO., Chicago. 








Meditations on 
The Apostles’ Creed 


By the 
Rev. Wm. J. Gregory, A.M. 


A beautiful little gift book. Each phrase in 
the Creed is commented upon In a devo- 
tional and searching manner, On the oppo- 
site page are printed the words of an appfo- 
priate hymn,—one of the great old hymns: 
for instance, opposite ‘ Suffered under Pon- 
tius Pilate,” etc., will be found “O Sacred 
Head, now Wounded.” 

Printed in two colors, on fine antique 
paper. The booklet has just been published, 
but the indications already point to a large 
demand for it. 

Price, 25 cents, postpaid. Send ‘orders 
‘to your bookseller, or direct to the publishers, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Che Sanday School Times 


Philadelphia, March 30, 1907 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter, 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new were These rates include postage: 

‘ive or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1.00 copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
Oné copy, five years, $4.00. 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies - cna will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
4031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Different from other oil stoves. 
of its economy, cleanliness, and easy operation. The 


NEW PERFECTION 
Wick Blue Flame Oil Cook-Stove 


saves fuel expense and lessens the work. Produces 
a strong working flame instantly. Flame always 
under immediate control. 
without overheating the kitchen. 
stove warranted. 

dealer’s, write our nearest agency for descriptive 










write to our nearest agency. 


m= Kayo Lamp 


is the best lamp for all-round household use. 
Made of brass throughout and beautifully nickeled. 
Perfectly constructed; absolutely safe ; unexcelled 
in light-giving power; an ornament to any room. 

very lamp warranted. If ‘not at your dealer's, 


a caer OI. COMPANY 
CORPORATED) 
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MOST WONDERFUL VEHICLE BOOKS FREE 
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as rx the lowest prices. 
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“Send me your new 
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Saw . free Vehicle Book or the free W: 
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‘or our 1907 Vehicle Book see ihe wonderf 
rices will astonish you; our “‘free trial, money 
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Plan are marvelous inducements, 
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AS USED IN THE TORREY MEETINGS 


REVIVAL HYMNS 


Edited by D. B. TOWNER and CHAS. M. ALEXANDER 


95 Authors represented. Specially prepared for use not 
only in tor ag Se ee t-also iv the regular 
services of churches, yo me poupige societies and Sunday 
schools. 255 hymns, Bey pages, cloth covers. Sénd Sie for 
@ cop. net per hundred, freight or express 

hot pata. a P. pore virt:: Supt., 250 La Salle Ave., CHICAGO, 














MISSION 
HYMNAL NAL 


GIPSY SMITH’ 





Including CHURCH HYMNS and GOSPEL SONGS, 


The newest Sacred Songs, the famous Welsh Re- 
vival Songs, and 400 others used by the Great English 
Revivalist. Boards, $25; cloth, $30 per hundred; 
30 cents and 35 cents by mail. 


The Bigiow & Main Co., 


WRITE A 
SON Thousands of Dollars. 
Music Co., 207 Star Bidg., Chicago. 


D'VINITY COURSE AT HOME. Write Pres. C. 


New York or Chicago | 
For us to-day. It May Be Worth | 


J. Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, Ia. | 


00 
(UNI 


DELAWARE FARMS for. sale, all sizes@and hinds, 
fruit, grain, and poultry located right in fruit~ belt. 
Catalogue free. Sheffer & Hunter. 
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Hayes | 


It is religiously important that children com- 
mit the Bible texts of a correct translation,— 
that is, from the 


‘American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


Because it is an accurate translation—the 
only one—and is being adopted by all religious 
schools and periodicals. 

The -Teachers’ Edition of the American 
| Standard Bible contains a Bible Dictionary, a 
combined Concordance, fine .maps.and illustra- 
No Sunday-school teacher can do -hest 
work without it. 

Write forour free ‘book, which gives full in- 
formation. 

THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible publishers for 50 years 
___ 37a East 18th Street, New York 
All different, Corea, waite 
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A Sunday-School 


APRIL 6, 1907 


Worker in Japan 











The message of American organized Sunday-school work is being blessedly brought 
before the Christian people of Japan by Mr. Frank L. Brown of Brooklyn, who has 
been sent to the Sunrise Kingdom as the special representative of the International 


Sunday-school Association. 


Reports indicate that Mr. Brown is being permitted to 


do effective work in introducing modern methods for the conduct of Japanese Sunday- 

schools. A program of the Hiroshima Sunday-schooi Institute held February 7-10, 

printed in Japanese, has been sent to the Editor by Mr. H. J. Heinz of Pittsburg. 
Its translation shows that it inctuded such topics as the following : 


Welcome, followed by address on The World-Wide Sunday-School Movement . 


Religious Education of Children 


The Sunday-Schools That I Saw (on American Tour) 


The Sunday-Schools and the Little Fellows 
Christ’s Teaching about Children... . 
Sunday-School Organization and Methods 


The Sunday-School Unien Organization in England 


My Sunday-School Experiences 
Christian Instruction of Children in Japan 
Singing in the Sunday-School 


- Mr, Brown, 
N. Tamura. 
K. Mito. 
Miss Cook. 
N. Tamura 
Mr. Brown, 
K. Mito. 
S, Sakai (Tokyo). 
T. Sawaya. 
S. Sakai. 
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(Followed by Organization of District Senday-School Association.) 
Sunday-School Mass Meeting of Hiroshima City Sunday-Schools 


The Book We Teach 


EW-YEAR here is observed with great 
outward display. It lasts about a 
week, and practically no business is 

transacted during that time. The day before 
New-Year’s is the great debt-paying day, 
and woe be to the man’s credit who has not 
squared up his accounts by twelve o’clock of 
December 31. There is a market on the 
busiest street of Tokyo, kept open until 
after midnight New- Year’s Eve, to which 
people bring their wares from all over the 
city to sell for New-Year’s gifts, and espe- 
cially to clear them from debt, sacrificing 
things to do so, 

‘The temples and places of amusement are 
thronged. We visited the celebrated Asa- 
kusa temple and grounds this morning. This 
is a popular resort of the middJe and lower 
classes. Crowds pressed up the avenue to 
the temple, lined with shops. Soldiers in 
| holiday dress mingled with the gayly-dressed 
+ throng. Through the temple gateway they 
pass, Some pause on either side of the gate- 
way to offer a prayer for strength to the two 
ugly, immense images that typify strength, 
called the Nio, and with the prayer there 
goes thé offering. Sometimes the prayers 
for strength are made into spitballs. and 


| thrown at the images, and if they stick the 





On into 


prayers are answered, they think. 
Some 


the temple the people pressed, 


| stopped to buy incense from the attend- 
cost. _Prices about | 


ants, and put it in the incense jar, Others 
paused before the great offering box into 
which the 77 and sem poured in a steady 
stream, while prayers were being offered at 
a number of shrines surrounding the room. 

Before each prayer the devotee would ring 
a bell suspended to call the attention of the 
god, then clap his hands for some purpose, 
utter his prayer inaudibly, rub the palms of 
his hands together meanwhile, then bow sev- 
eral times before the shrine, and leave to 
pass on to some other shrine, 


Japan’s Pathetic Idolatry 

There is a wooden image, seated, of Bin- 
zuri, the helper of the sick. This has been 
rubbed smooth by the many who come here for 
help. While we stood there many came, first 
rubbing their hand over the head of the image, 
then over their head ; then over the face of the 
image, then their face ; and so on until the 
whole body had been rubbed, expectihg in 
this way health, when they might easily 
carry disease from the image, because han- 
dled by so many diseased and sick. How I 
longed, as I looked at them, that they might 
touch Christ for their soul’s healing with the 
same implicit faith with which they touched 
this soiled, featureless image for their bod- 
ies’ needs ! 


The temple grounds are spacious, and are. 


a mixture of shrines and amusement places. 
Here is the great temple bell which can be 
heard all over Tokyo. A fine pagoda, the 
sacred white horse ridden by the priest on 
special occasions, a twelve-story tower, a 
shrine with a thousand images, a bear and 
bull show, mountebank performers, divide 
the attention of the crowd. This combina- 
tion of play and worship is a part of their old 
religious system, and this freedom accounts 
for an apparent lack of reverence even in 
some of their Christian services, especially 
the Sunday-school services; where some of 
the boys especially feel that they can go and 
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Mr. Brown. 


do as they please, making whatever noise 
they desire. Tennis and games are going on 
about the temple grounds, but the temples 
therhselves must be entered in shoeless feet. 


Morals in a Silk Factory 


We have made a trip to Kofu, the center 
of a rich silk district. The condition of the 
girls and women employed in the silk fac- 
tories is sad physically and bad morally. 
They begin work at five o’clock and stop at 
nine at night—sixteen hours of work. Eleven 
thousand girls are employed in the one hun- 
dred and twenty factories of this province, 
with no schooling except the primary grade. 
Even some of the good Japanese women 
think that factory women have no souls. 
But Miss Alcom, who has charge of the 
fine Canadian Methodist Girls’ School at 
Kofu, the only Christian school there, has 
been trying hard to get an éntrance to these 
factories. She now holds half-hour meet- 
ings twice a month in five of these factories, 
by permission of the owners.’ The trans- 
forming, effect of these Christlike touches 
upon the lives of these toilers is such that 
one owner said he could now get self-re- 
specting women to work in these factories, 
while before it was impossible. One factory 
owner said he would be glad to have Miss 
Alcom and her helpers come and tell about 
George Washington, Lincoln, and others, 
but not to talk on religious matters, She 
told him she wanted to improve their heart- 
condition, and only Christ could do this. 
He told them to come once, and listened to 
their talk on honesty of life with great inter- 
est. She told the girls to be honest with 
their employers, not to put knots in their 
silk work, He was greatly pleased, and 
now they have an open door to that factory. 
Will you not pray, girls, for these your sis- 
ters in Japan, and for those who are the only 
tie of these lives to better things? I am sorry 
to say that some of these factory owners do 
not want these girls to be better in their per- 
sonal lives. 

At Kofu can be found the crystals for 
which this district is famed. These crystals 
are rubbed into beauty by the hard hand 
labor of Japanese boys, and it requires infi- 
nite patience and work to polish them and 
angle them so as to bring out the hidden 
beauty and brilliancy. As I looKed at one 
of these boys at his work I thought of the 
love and work and patience of our heavenly 
Father who is preparing and polishing us by 
life’s experiences for a place in his crown of 
rejoicing. 

The Christian girls’ school here has about 
one hundred girls who are being trained as 
teachers, and to take back to their homes 
Christian ideals, These girls are so changed 
by their training that they are sought for in 
marriage by people of consequence, who 
recognize the marked improvement brought 
about by contact with the splendid band of 
Christian women who are in charge of the 
school. A number of these Japanese girls, 
twenty-two of them, constitute a Sunday- 
school normal class; who go out each Sun- 
day and gather into homes the children of 
the streets and teach them the Sunday- 
school lesson. I spoke to these girls through 
an interpreter, and found them eager for 
help in their work as teachers. 

This girls’ school stands on an eminence 

















LESSON FOR APRIL 21 (Gen. 37: 5-28) 


quaint homes and narrow stréets. Here 
and there Dae the. nist ages of some temple or 


church, © ‘this beautiful 
valley, are 7. E denny hills, snow- 
crowned, while above this fringe, in silent, 
unapproachable majesty, rises Fuji, the 

Near by is the 


ionomers sacred mountain, 
ill,.surrounded by a moat, which was the 
fortress and residence of the daimyo, the 
feudal sovereign, who here held sway for 
many years, He defied the Shogun, who 
sent soldiers to crush him, and after a bitter 

struggle he lost the e fight, and the castle was 
confiscated. On this castle site a ost fair 
was recently held, The Christians had a 
tent in a conspicuous place, preached to 
thousands the Word, distributed and sold 
thousands of tracts and Bibles. The Bood- 
dhists tried to imitate the Christian meet- 
ings, but failed, only about twenty coming 
to their meetings. The Booddhists, by their 
own confession, lack love for men, and this 
is the secret of their failure. ‘It is not 
enough that we teach like Socrates; we 
must love like Christ.’’. 

Nearly every employee of a business house 
has upon the back of his coat the sign of his 
employers, worked in white against the blue 
background of the coat. He thus advertises 
his employer’s business, and must represent 
aright that employer. Are we glad to wear 
the mark of our King upon us, and ‘to repre- 
sent him aright in business and before the 
world? Are we ashamed of the cross of 
Christ, or glad to honor the one who gave 
his life for us by a good profession and an 
outspoken confession? Upon his back he 
once bore our cross, the sign of our sin and 
failure and shame. 


The Search for God 

Our trip to Kamakura was most interest- 
ing. It was the old capital of eastern Japan 
for nearly three hundred years, up to the 
middle of the fifteenth century. It was once 
a populous place, but is now a quiet seaside 
town, with seemingly nearly as many shrines: 
and temples as houses. 

The three great sights there are the Temple 
of Hachiman, the God of War; the great 
image of Kwannon, the Goddess of Mercy ; 
and the colossal bronze Booddha, or Dia- 
butsu. The Temple of Hachiman, seven 
hundred. years old, is on a hill at the head of 


a fine avenue of stately pine-trees, which | 


leads up from the seashore, Three stone 
torii lead up to the temple, which stands at 
.the head of a broad flight of stone steps.. 
Near by is an old tree, said to be over one 
thousand years old, of which we took a pho- 
tograph. This temple was much used dur- 








A Friendly Grocer 
Dropped a Valuable Hint about Coffee 


‘*For about eight years,” writes a 
Michigan woman, ‘'I suffered from 
nervousness—part of the time down in 
bed with nervous prostration. 

‘‘Sometimes I would get numb, and it 
would be*almost impossible for me to 
speak for a spell. At others, I would 
have severe bilious attacks, and my 
heart would flutter painfully when I 
would walk fast or sweep. 

‘‘T have taken enough medicine to 
start a small drug store, without any 
benefit. One evening our grocer was 
asking husband how I was, and he 
urged that I quit coffee and use Postum, 
so he brought home a package, and I 
made it according to directions, and we 
’ were both delighted with it. 

‘*So we quit coffee altogether and used 
only Postum, 1 began to get betterina 
month’s time, and look like another 
person, the color came back to my 
‘cheeks, I began to sleep well, my appe- 
tite was good and'I commericed to take | 
on flesh and become interested i in every- | 
thing about the house. 

‘* Finally I was able to do all my own 
work without the least sign of my old 
trouble. I am so thankful for the little 
book, ‘The Road to Wellville.’ It has 
done me So much good. I haven’t taken 
medicine of any kind for six months 

and don’t need any. 

“© A friend of ours who did not like 
Postum as she made it, liked mine, and 
when she learned to boil it long enough, 
hers was as good as mine. It’s easy if 
you follow directions.”’ Name given by 
Postum Company, Battle Creek, Mich. 
Read the little book, ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a reason.” 


-effort of the soul to find God;—an unanswer- 
-able argument that .mami is a spiritual rors J 





ing the war. As we stood there, an old man 
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frem which can be seen the city--with its Oe ga ee EN ag Se tye em gore 
offering, clapped his hands three times to 
call the attention of the god, muttered ‘his 


rayer, rubbing. his hands meanwhile, then 
bowed reverently and turned about. The 
morning light ** of the sun of righteousness”’ 
had not yet sent its gleams across his poor 
soul, seeking for, satisfaction in the mum- 
mery of these Ss. 

What is all this ignorant worship every- 
where man is found in this world but the 


and none but God in Jesus Christ can sati 
the heart’s ery. 

The Temple to Kwannon, the Goddess of 
Mercy, is beautifully situated on the moun- 
tainside, deep-set amid some stately old 
trees, sheltered with an atmosphere of rest 
and deep quiet that made one almost in- 
stinctively a worshiper. ‘‘The trees were 
God’s first temples.’’ 


The Sunday-School’s Opportunity 

We climbed to a quiet grove, where there 
are some prayer-houses at the side and end 
of a stone-paved court. We opened the 
door of one of these houses. The room was 
chilly and damp, but the quiet was intense. 
An image of Booddha was shrined on one 
side of the room, which was otherwise bare 
of furniture. Here come young men, stu- 
dents sometimes in the schools, and for days, 
without food, they sit on the cold floor, seek- 
ing, by concentration of mind and contem- 
plation, to get amid these surroundings the 
peace and rest of soul which they think the 
goal of life. And who knows but that 
the Christ of Galilee, who said, ‘‘ Come unto 
me and I will give you rest,’’ gives to these— 
who, after all, are ignorantly groping in the 
dark after him—some answer of help and 





peace, 

On Monday we leave Tokyo for a tour of | 
a dozen cities, where from two to four days of 
Sunday-school meetings are being arranged. | 
God has wonderfully helped in the organiza- | 
tion of the ‘‘Sunday-school Association of 
Japan,’’ which, it is believed, will be a 
means of great blessing to the empire,. I 
find the many gatherings of Sunday-school | 
people L. address eager to know about the | 
Sunday-school work of America, which is an | 
ideal for.them. { 

Our tour will include Shizuoka, Nagoya, | 
Kamizura, Kyoto, Osaka, Kobe, Hiroshima, 
Fukuoka, Kumamoto, and Nagasaki. On 
February 21 we sail for Korea, to return to 
Japan March 1, sailing March 9 for Shang- 
hai, China. 





World’s Sunday-School Day 


May 19, 1907 











To Sunday-school workers throughout the 
world: Christian greeting : 

The Executive Committee of the World’s 

Fifth Sunday School Convention, American 


section, earnestly invites Sunday-school work- |" 


ers in all lands to unite in observing Sunday, 
May 19, 1907,.as World’s Sunday-school 
Day by engaging in private and _ public 
prayer as occasion may offer for Sunday- 
schools throughout the world, and especially 
for the World’s Fifth Sunday School Conven- 
tion, which will then be in session in the | 
city ‘of Rome. 
Ministers are asked to preach a special | 
sermon, placing fresh emphasis upon the 
Sunday-school as a most promising field for 
evangelization and character-building. 
- A universal compliance with this sugges- 
tion will make this the greatest day in the 
history of the Sunday-school. Not all may 
go to Rome, but each one may have a share 
in promoting the cause which the Conven- 
tion represents, 
By direction of the Committee, 
GEORGE W. BAILEY, Chairman. 
WILLIAM N. HARTSHORN, Secretary. 





Philadelphia, March 1, 1907. 





** The Apostle Paul in Rome” 


is the suggestive title of an Order of Service | 
that has been prepared by the Rev. James 
A. Worden, D. D., ‘at the request of the 
Chairman of the World’s Sunday School Ex- | 
ecutive Committee, for use by Sunday-schools 
in all lands on World’s Sunday School | 
Day, May 19. Copies of this service may 
be had at 50 cerits a hundred by applying to 
The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 













The Man | 
From New York 


ele than “the man from Missouri” was the one 

who said “show me” as to life insurance, Everyone 
knows that the New York Legislature investigated the 
insurance situation but everyone may not know that the 
insurance laws of New York are now recognized as the 
best in the world. Other states will doubtless follow, but 
New York has led the way in laws made in the interest of 
the insured. 


The Mutual 
Life Insurance 
Company 


operates under these laws. Its policies 

have the state’s approval. It is withal a mutual company 
belonging to its policy holders and they must therefore 

participate in the vast savings and economies which have 

been put into effect by the new management. ‘Things 
are og to be good for the Mutual Life policy 
hokder. 


The Time to Act is NOW. 


For the new forms of policies consult our 
nearest agent, or write direct to 

The Mutual Life Insurance Company 
of New York, 
N. Y. 





. 















































“Lets the Foot Guan as it, Should.” 


THE SHOE OF HEALTH AND COMFORT FOR THE WHOLE. FAMILY. 

Made in Russia Calf, Patent Calf.and Vici Kid. Best Grade 
Tanned Soles. The shoe in every respect is as perfectly made 
as forty years’ experience can produce, 


: INFANTS’ - - - - S5& to 8, $1.50 
CHILD'S - - - - 8%toll, $1.75 
MISSES’ - - ~- - 11%to 2, $225 
GIRLY - - + - 2%to 6, $250 
WOMEN'S- - - - 2%to 7, $4.00 
BOYS - - - 1 to 5 $250 
MEN'S - - 6 to 11, $4.00 and $5.00 


By mail 25 cents extra. 


RICE &@ HUTCHINS 


Wearers of 
Rice & Hutchins 
Shoes are 
Comfortably, Taste- 

fully and Economically Shod. 


WORLD SHOEMAKERS 
Gi) FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 


42 High Street, Boston, Mass. 





Gi) 














ENNEN 'S Tlie 
samp PUZZLES 
Entertainment for youn and old. They will 
while away many a dull hour. We have the 
best collection ever presented. Send postal for 
our descriptive and illustrated Sheet No. 6, free 


upon request. 


GLOBE SPECIALTY CO. 
P. O. Box 42, Station D, New York City. 













CHAPPED HANDS, CHAFING 
and all afflictions ofthe skin. 
“A little higher in price, per- 
haps, than worthless substi-* 
tutes, butavréason for it.”" Delightful 
after shavi everywhere, or mailed on 
receipt of be. Got Mennen's (the original). 
GERHARD NENNEN COMPANY, Newark, 5.2. 





SUMMER VACATION IN 
Egypt and Palestine 


These most interesting countries are not impossible 
in the summer months. ‘That impression has given 
way before the enthusiasm of those who have availed 
themselves of the usual vacation period. 





Sample Free. 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 








Made of several materials. Write We will take you to Jerusalem in comfort during 
for particulars. Ask for catalogue July and August. Sail June 29th. Return September 
Ne.21. George’ H. er, 19th. Write for announcement. 

Manager, age: and _ 260 








fashin Z- 


H. W. Dunning & Co., If Po73%t: 


ton Street, Boston, Mass. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








This lean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotiess Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

He’s lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and ‘dirt cannot exist to- 
ther. If a housewife wants the 
octor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep evety thing clean. 














Heart Palpitatioa. 
penned by 7, coneaitine of | gas in the - 
aad stop stops fermentation. — 


| MURRA 
OHARCOAL 


y’s 
~ TABLETS | 
are made of 


purest charcoal, Try 
them for palpitation of the heart, ioe: 
pepsia, and indigestion. 
FOR 106. in stamps, a full size 28c. 
box mailed fortrial. Onge only. 
A. J. Ditman 3s Astor.House, N.Y. 


“When Dinner Comes 
One Ought to Have a Good Appetite 


A good appetite is the best sauce, It 

oes a long way toward helping in the 
Tigecthes process, and that is absolutely 
essential to health and strength. 

Many persons have found that Grape- 





“The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





. 


April 21, 1907. Wise Ways to 
ise Books (Prov. 4: 1-9). 





Sunday, A 
Read 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Wisdom that preserves (Prov. 2: 
1-22). 

TUES.—A call to the young (Prov. 8 : 1-21). 

WED. —Loving instruction ( Prov. 12 : oy 

THUKS.—Reading and keeping (Eccl. 
1-7). 

Fri.—A wise reader (Acts 8 : 26-40). 

SAT.—An inspired writer (Rev. 1 : 1-a0p 


_ 





5 
+} LAND CRE 








Make a list of the ten books most helpful to 
you. 
Give four good rules for getting time to read. 


Give some principles on which we should 
select books, 


N THE life of Frederick Denison 
Maurice, which was quoted last 
month, is a ietter to a young man 

about reading. ‘*Let me advise you,’ 
he says, ‘‘ to read only significant books, 
books of really remarkable men, and 
that have had a great moral influence.” 
How many of these books have we read? 
How many of us ean name twenty of 
these greatest — 


First of all, the Bible, No book can 
compare with this book, and all other 
reading is of value “because it throws 
light on the Bible, and brings out clearly 


ciples to which the Bible witnesses. 
Books that obscure these truths and | 





' Brooks,” 


ag va are a positive hindrance to us. 
ible, moreover, is the one ex- 
haustive book which can never be over- 
read or read out. The mofe it is studied 
the more need for further and deeper 
study is discovered. 


% 

Next to the ‘Bible, the books which are 
most likely to help us and to make vivid 
to us the living things in the Bible are 
biographies. Some of the best biogra- 
phies of the last few years which we 
ought to read are Morley’s *‘Life of 
Gladstone,” 
Howard's ‘‘ Life of H. Clay 
Trumbull,” Henderson’s ** Life of Stone- 
wall Jackson,” ‘Major Robert Stiles’ 
book of recollections of Robert E. Lee, 
Butler’s ‘‘ Life of General C. G. Gordon.” 


bd 


And among biographies, none are 
more full of romance and interest nowa- 


| days than the missionary biographies, 


'—Miss Yonge’s * Coleridge 


Nuts food is not only nourishing but is a | 


great + ee Even children like the 
taste of it, and grow strong and rosy 
from its use. 

It is especially the food to make a 
weak stomach strong and create an ap- 
petite for dinner. 


‘I am fifty-seven years old,” writes a | 


Tennessee grandmother, ‘‘ and have had 
a weak stomach from childhood. By 
great care as to my diet I enjoyed a 
reasonable degree of health, but never 
found anything to equal Grape-Nuts as 
a stand-by. 

‘* When I have no appetite for ne 
fast and just eat tokeep up os stren 
I take four teaspoonfuls of Grape- eh 
with good rich milk, and when dinner 


| lives ew A 
| the who 


comes Iam hungry. “While if I go with- | 


out any breakfast I never feel like eat- 
ing dinner. Grape-Nuts for breakfast 


= to make a healthy appetite for | 


dina 

My little thirtéen- months-old grand- 
son had been very sick with stomach 
trouble during the past summer, and 
finally we wut hina on Grape-Nuts. Now 
he is growing fat and well. When asked 


if he wants his nurse or Grape-Nuts, he | 


brightens up and points to'the cupboard. 
He was no trouble to wean at all—thanks 
to Grape-Nuts.” 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 
book, ‘* The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 
*« There’s a Reason. 


Name given by Postum | 
Read the little | 


Patteson,’ 

Blaikie’s ‘* Personal Life of David Liv- 

ingstone,” Lovett’s ‘‘ James Chalmets,” 

Thompson’s ‘ Griffith John,” Griffis’ 

|**Verbeck,” Messmore’s ‘ Parker.” 
These are only a few of a greateand ever- 
lengthening list. 


Each one of us should read also some 
of the best books on the life of Christ, 
and also, to clarify and define our faith 
in the divinity of Christ, some of the 
best books on that subject. Among the 
be mentioned Stalker’s as, on 
e, the best of the short lives. 
Edersheim’s ‘‘ Life and Times of Jesus 
the Messiah "’ is one of the best of the 
larger books. Of the books on the divin- 
ity of our Lord, the best for us will be 


S®npson's ‘‘ The Fact of Christ,” Busb- | 
| nell’s ‘‘ The Character of Jesus,” 


Young’s 
‘“The Christ of History,” Gore’s ‘‘ The 
Incarnation of the Son of God.” Seelye’s 
‘*Ecce Homo” was regarded as a dan- 
gerous book when it appeared, but few 
people could read it to-day without hav- 
ing their faith in, Jesus. as. the. perfect 
Man and King of Men quickened and 
confirmed. 
> 4 


And good fiction has its proper place. 
They lose a great deal who have not 
read ‘John Inglesant,” ‘ John’ Halifax, 
Gentleman,” ‘‘Lorna Doone," ‘and ; a 


| score Of other simple storiés, not tospeak | 


of Scott and Dickens ahd ‘Thackeray. 


to us those great living truths and prin- | 


Allen's ‘‘ Life of Phillips | 


WINNE 
MORTGAGE CO. 


OF WICHITA, KANSAS 
Paid-Up Capital, $250,000 
Offers at par and ager ed interest, opie on - 


% SERIE “Dp” 


IT BONDS 


, $100, $200 ie $300, $500, 


1,000, $2,500, $5,000, and $10,000. 


These bonds, plus acerued interest, will be 

<7 at any time upon presentation. 

he busi of this y was 

in —_ Since that time up "to December 3, 

1906, it has negotiated $5,447,173 in farm 

loans. No investor ever lost ry = SS or ac- 
quired a foot of land in Tevdclosere. 


The Winne Mortgage Co. ichita: 


TWO PAINT BOOKS FREE. 


sahiched 














boo st 
valuable and attractive ever offered; one a text book, 
“How to Paint;”’ tells everything about us painjing, the 
other, & big complete sample book, with 
of every color house paint, barn paint, Chinese Gloss 


Lacquer, for refinishing § furniture (makes old articles 
like new), 


varnishes, stains, enamels, e 
harmonizing color selections and Mn 
low prices, e@ own our own big pa 
sell you direct on the basis of eternal and 
cost eo wast you must pay all othera. 
paint is ten Fig — BA smoothest, eagiest 
working, Omran double the surface, lasts twice as as 
long as et OU CA N GET IN OUR PROF 
this couch aS 
chair, or c' of 
YOU ¢ A NG valuable articles 








Our 


according to our revised, more liberal - 
than shar- 


ever plan of 
ing profits with our 
customers ym fully 
"paint books. W Wr ite at 
' pa 
paint books, - Address, 


SEARS, ; ROEBUCK & CO., Chicago. 


THE GREAT CHURCH tT] G HT 


For, eiectri:, $ or oil. 
. P, Frink, 55: Pearl St., New York. 








dimensions. 7 m Tishien mad 
estimate free. 
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Pears 
No impurity in Pears’ 
Soap. 
Economical to use, 


It wears out only for your 


comfort and cleanliness. 
Sold in every land. 


B. & B. 


to the ladies 








Notice is hereby given that our semi- 


annual Catalogue and Style Book, No. 41, is, 


ready to be mailed. 

Shows all the new styles and quotes under 
prices on all classes of Dry Goods and kin- 
dred merchandise. 

Send name and address, and you'll get the 
book by return mail. 

This is the Price Book ‘of a store that has 
become great through selling better class of 
goods at small profit prices. 


ee — 


Ask for samples of the fine Madras Ging- 
hams at 25c. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Section 59 


(Allegheny) Pittsburg, Pa. 








them. for $3 for 100. 
stamps for copy. 


Words and Music, 83 very best familiar gospel songs. 
EB. A. K. HACKETT, 102 Nortt Wayne Street, Fo 


to have a new Song Book in your 
Church or Sunday-school, and one 
for every person when you can get 

Send 5 cents in 
Wayne, Indiana, 














CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





Agents Wanted 


SILK Embroidered Shirtwaists and Dress Patterns, 
~~ Silk Shawls, Scarfs. Biggest Sellers this Season. 
You can make ollars per week with our line. 
Write for price list. A. Schwartz, 801 Washington Ave., 
St. Louis, Mo. 








Hotels 


T=: BAMILTOM Tath & K! K Sts., N. W. Washing- 
D. C. A modern, home-like hotel on the 
Aeidioes plan; good table; liberal management ; 
iancte location ; are tn age to all places of ao grok 
ransients accommodated, per day and 
For particulars and booklet ei a Irving O. Ball. 


WAN: TED, Commission salesmen — sell stores > or | Proprietor. 


houses, Royal .‘footh Powder, Royal Talcum, 
Allen’s Foot Powder, Allen’s Royal Silver Polish, 
Guaranteed, Pure Food-Drugs Act, 5 Terms and | 
samples toc. ane -valne double. Afien 
Co., Plainfield, N. 





AG xEN TS wanted to’ represent old established Mail | Machines, Films, Slides, etc. 


ares y apy! one fpowrens mete ogiling 
specialities rom to $10 per asily made, cosé 

outfit free. Geor,; ay \ Barker Dep .. . 
nut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Poultry 


} RBgne “island Reds; Light Brohens nie, Buff, 

Barred and Black’ Rocks; White, Golden 
| and Silver Wyandottes; Brown, Boffand White Leg- 
horns; Black Minorcasand Black Javas. Hardy, pro- 
lific, farm bred, fine stock. For birds, moderate prices, 
or “eggs to hatch” at ro cents eath, write Walter 
Sherman (Sunnydale), Newport, R. I 


Patent Lawyers 


TINY ENTIONS needed to prevent wrecks and save 
labor. Write Mason Fenwick & Lawrence, Patent 
Lawyers, Box BK, Washington, D.C. a9 1861. Book- 














let free. References : uth iis a Muir M. McLach- 
lin, banker;Wash., D.C ev. E.B. Ja Phila., Pa. 
Bank By Mail 





WE pay 4% interest compounded semiannually on 
every dollar deposited. Booklet ‘‘K’’ containing 

full details, sent on request. Capital and eurplus—&,- 

500,000.00. Commonwealth Trust Co., Pittsburgh, 


t. 37. 720 Chest- | 





Motion Pictures 





Pharmacal | MOTION PICTURE MACHINES, Film Views, 


Magic Lanterns, Slides, and similar Wonders For 
Catalogue Free. We wy 6 oy. Magic Picture 
arbach, 809 Fil- 


| Sale. 
bert Street, Philadelphia, iy 


Wood Polish 


BUTCHER'S Boston Polish is the best finish made 

for floors and interior woodwor Not brittle; 
will not scratch or deface like shellac or varnish. Send 
for free booklet. For sale by dealers in Paints, Hard- 
ware, and House Furnishings. The Butcher Polish 
Co., 356 Atlantic Ave., Boston, Mass. 


Opportunities 


23,400 represents thaannual salaries of poatiogr - 
open on ofr oe ree registration. “ 


sition—no pa istration form T sent on ap; ica: 
tion. The Palasien: “Brake Co., 245 Broadway, KY 


RELA ABLE MEN WANTED-—To sell Automatic 
Self-cleaning Curry Comb and other specialties. 
Money-making opportunity for hustlers. rite for 
introductory offer with guarantee. Clean Comb Co., 
Dept. 33, Racine, Wis. 


Coins—Stamps 


» ¢ paid for rare 1853 quarters. Keep all money 
$5-75 coined before 1875, and send roc. at once for 
a set of 2 coin and stam: value books. It may mean a for- 
tune to-you. C. F. Clarke & Co., Dept. 46, Le Roy,N.Y. 


























Business Opportunity 


BIG MONEY made everywhere manufacturing our 
Perfectly Ventilated Building Blocks of sand _ 
Portland cement. Better than brick or stone, cheape 
than wees Machines $150°f 
) address-E 








| 


or we scalars | among th 


Travel 


A TRAMP among the Alps. A Swiss, a professor in 

Oberlin College, familiar with Switzerland, will 
take a ty ef boys and you ng men for a tramp 
e Alps next summer. For particulars write 


300. 
. I. Ingles & Cod Indianapolis, Ind, Dept. 4. | to Professor F. Anderegg, Oberlin, Ohio. 





ve 


— 











